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O* the UNPARDONABLE SIS 

AGAINST THE ' 

HOLY G H O 3 T. 

O R, 
Twe SIN unto DEATH. 



J 'Jo UN ▼. part of ver. i6\ 'there is * Sin unto Death. ' 

THIS fin, which St John calls here, The Jin tint* 
death,- is the unpardonable fin againtt the H*ly 
Gho/t, delcribed by our bleflsd Satiour, Malta. x«i. 
32. That wbofoever commits it has no forgivenefs, 
wither in this wptfid, r*or in the world to cemt. Far* 
Ml manner if Jin and bhifphemy % Jball he forfeit ut;t$ 
men: but the Hafphsrxy agaihfl th: Hefy Chi]} (halt not Is 
firgivjn unto men '- And he that fp*akak a iwj flgaitjl 
thd Six, it fhall be forgivon h ;;; ; but *&h*f:e?- i r Jsejh:: 
it^ai-iji the Hcljr Ght;i t jhali never be fir given, v either in 
this world \ nor in the vcrld t* cor.'/r. Th z ten attaint?: 
ttie Holy Ghoft, is that fin wives St; J/)hn oi 1 litre, 
The fin uuU death \' N3t bread- ti>at f::i dc^rv:: ci:ath 
alone, for (0 dotb ail fin tielerve death, lvo:i unporst! 
asd eternal; far the wages ot tin, ever, all fin. 1$ d-.arh f 
Ro.t.. r;. 23. But this friagiiinft the iU.\y Gtictl. i: c~i- 
led The Jin unto death* becauic *i binc'j a m>»~ ov.r tc 
eternal death without any pr,i£b : jir; of rccow. y. Nov; 
fome thete are, that gu on from <wz degree or An to 
mother ; they heighten and a^.::«vatc their <?.fts m r rc 
End more, until thej arebrou«»\t to iVaX v •\v^^*\\\^v 
r.s to commit that fia for wnicti tUctsAs txo Vw$y**fctS 
A a ^ 



*>aagogues, mat it he found aay ot this way, whifi 
wen or women, he fhoulJ bring them bound to Jcru 
ltQQ. Now hire was great rage and malice in Saul 
gainft the ways and the people of God : but doin£ 
i^norantiy, he at laft heard a voice laying, Saul.' Sat 
Why perfecutefl thou ms? fVnd feeing a light from h* 
ven, and hearing it v:as Jefus that he pcrfrcuted, 
was pricked at the hem, and trembling and afton^ 
cd (aid, Lord, nuhat wit thou have tne tit do ? Now. 
thefe two places of icriptur:, you may plainly ice tl 
Peter finned aga'nft gstat light, and Paul oat c,f gr 
malice ; yet neither of ihem committed the unpard'. 
able fin agaicft the Holy Ghoft. But whtf.foever h$ 
and malice meet together in or»e man, tien ibex* 
tiic fin againft the Holy Ghoft. N >w, as all oiher li 
{• is this fia aga'nft the Hciy Ghoft 

I. Li t-io-jghr; thn is. when ;i *!cked m:in»::gai 
his cWarrgV and ^owle^e. di>t'o M!co.ice.v?,in 
lfc:< us -.hough? i>r pu r fo*e t0A.2r.Js pertecming ir»c p. 
pel of Chriit. o r of ihc fiinii of Ci.uii, to hiad*-. i 
woik of the Holy Ghoft in them. 

This fin, zs is to oe iho'ight, was lutr fin of the ! 
arg-!s, for which cuife rhey .vere loft without all ho 
of pardon. N^w fame dtlpu:e, whither this fin w; 
ii •. of the though? ; bui I fay in vM likclih- >d it w; 
i-r ;ht aa^ls King «*n!y fpiriti, without bodks, i 
\o JiiV'ii'T 1,0 ufc of b uhly tongues, it csuld not 
ccmjK'.eci in word, nor yet cmld they coni.nit il 
<\l\ iiii, bsc.infe thet wtie calt out of hzmu, brf 
li:cy c:iii jut it into pracTcc ; ihercsore it mii-i 
a ii . or tiie thought. 

N :w ;h: fm wa^ tr*i» : their h^bit^tion b?"i:pr in 
i ■■'tr.iieii h?aY?n«, and under God i:iu»ft.!f. ;'-.v/. K . ui 
c.,..!:. ,r sri-it luot ;;r,d kco.v!eJ:p: * : -'*' ■: ■ ■ 
j. i':','!^-,. ! -.)f; ih.»n «;i 1 he uv. 1 •. t:". w-;«fi ' r* \ ■ : 

» ».. ".17. rV ib » r C Ail iV'^'t^i i'l!.; I -V , 

:»■ :-.J t .; c-'.'.tve-j vi.u ti» ; » <.-.! i^, i.: • :'.•■■.• .. •»" 




rar againft the Son of God, aud put him ouv 
me ; for which caufe they were immediately 
of beaten, never more to fee the face of mer- 
ias from the beginning they have been count- 
Mis and revengeful, as raging beads, and as 
?ns : thus their fin, being of the fame nature 
3n againft the Holy Ghoft, they were exclud- 
es of pardon. 

it the fin of our fir ft parents was not the un- 
Je fin againft the Holy Ghcft, is clear ; .far 
ley finned againft great light, yet they obey- 
omplicd with the will of God, even when the 
:ame, until at Jaft they were enticed and o- 
; but they did not fall malicioufly, and fo were 
ded all poflibillty of mercy. 
its fin may be committed in word too; that is, 
nan fpcaketh blafpherr.cufly and malicioufly of 
i his holy ways. This was the fin of the Scribes 
rifees, Mark iii. 22. • There were certain 
tme and faid, this fellow hath Beelaebub, and 
Jt devils by the prince of devils.' Thercfor- 
ift unto them, ver. 28, 29. ■ Verily X fay unto 
fins (hall be forgiven to the fons of men, and 
lies wherewithfoever they fhall blafpheme; but 
:r (hall blafpheme againft the Holy Ghoft,hath 
givenefs,but is in daogerof eternal damnation.' 
he reafon of this fpeech of our blcfTrd Saviour 
in verfe 30. becaufc they faid, h hath an un- 
it; which plainly fhews that thefe Scribes had 
■lafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft : as thefe 
ere great learned men, they could know no 
t that Chrift was the Son of God, and muft 
X he caft out devils by the fpirit of God, and . 
out of fpite to Chrift, malicioufly and blaf- 
y laid, That he caft out dcvHi by Beelzebub thu 
dtvils. Thus the Scribes committed the un- 
>ia fin againft the Ilol^ GYu&, vA \*>ax\sx. 



li \jj toc uunparammvic oin 

3. This fin may be committed in a&ion too ; thai h 
when a man being once thoroughly enlightened B havini 
entered upon a holy courfe of lite, arid tafted the com 
forts of God's Spirit, and fome foretafte of the joys 6 
heaven, and not only made profefiion of the gofpel, 
but teaches it to others; yet at lad takes a diflike to thef* 
holy courses, and through fpite and malice utterly for 
fakes, oppofei, and perfecutes thofe good ways of God 1 
-which he before profeiTed and taught. But to fum up 
this point, this unpardonable fin again ft the Holy Ghofl 
. is fully defcribed by the apoftle to the Hebrews, chap, 
i. 26, 27, 29. • For if we fin wilfully, after we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, tHere remaineth nc 
more facrifice for fin, but a fearful looking for of judg- 
ment, and fiery indignation, which (hall devour the ad- 
versaries. Of how much forer punifhment fhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath troden under foot the Son 
of God, and counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was fa notified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
dcfpite unto the Spirit of grace ?' Likewife Hab. vi 4^ 
5, 6. ' For it is impoifible for thofe who are made 
partakers of the Holy Ghofl, and have tatted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, it 
they fall away, to renew them again unto repentance, 
feeing they crucify to themfelves afrefa the Son oi 
God, and put him to open (hame.' 

Now the fin againft the Holy Ghoft is hricfl/ this : 
It is a wilful and malicious oppofing the known truth, 
joined with final apoftacy. 

I (hall a little explain thefe words, and thr.i pro- 
ceed. 

1 . This fin unto death is an oppofing fin ; now. tc 
^ppofe a thing, is to contrad'dl it, or gainf&y it: ; a< 
when a man fays a thing is fo and fo, he drnies it : 
and fays it is not fo ; or when a man fays \ th'ng mull 
be done, he f?ys again it mud not, or ii ftia'i not r- 
done ; fuch an oppofition is in the heart or him tluv 
commits this unpardonable fin •, bux a <um\ «v^ V*. *- 
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•ppofing man, and yet may not commit this fin: There • 
fere* 

2 . It is the truth he muft oppofe : that is, he mufl 
Uteily oppofe and reject Chrift, who faid, / am the 
truth* John ir. 9 . He oppofeth all his threatnings, 
and will not believe his promifes, and coucts the blood 
of the covenant to be an unholy thing : nay, he alio 
•ppofeth the fpirit of Chrift, who is the fpirit of truth ; 
fo that he will not obey his motions, and will not be 
led or guided by him ; but a man may oppofe the 
truth, and do it ignorantly : Therefore, 

3. It muft be the known truth that he oppofeth; 
he muft be once enlightened; but you muft know, it 
is not only a rational knowledge, and human learn- 
ing, for he may know much of God, and of his will, 
in the letter of the word, and yet not be capable of 
committing this unpardonable fin : but he muft be 
fo far enlightened as to fee the evil that is in fin, aud 
the excellency of Chrift ; he muft tafte of the heaven- 
ly gift, and be made partaker of the Holy Ghoi'l ; and 
tafte of the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come ; and by the blood of the covenant, 
which he counts as an unholy thing, he is in pare 
fan&ified and cleanfed from many fins ; he muft have 
fweet communion with God in his word and iicra- 
meat ; he muft have foaae tafte of the love and favour 
of God, and comforts of his Spirit, and be rsfrtilied 
by it, and ufte of the joys of heaven, and have ;bmc 
foretafte of the happinefs of the world to cocne. 

This is. that light and knowledge that lays z. man 
open to the committing of that unpardonable fin : but 
yet a man may fin agaiaft all this light and experimen- 
tal knowledge, and yec do it through the weaknti* of 
the fl-ili, cr through fame violent temptation*, as Pe- 
ter did when he denied Ciuift : Therefore, 

f4_ Hi muft oppofe the known ttuxb ^fa!^ \\v*. 
muft w'liuJ]/ fall awuy, after he had. i«.Cvi$A ^ 
knowledge ot the truth : other fin* *t* wm*\v^ 



chief after in it ; and to compleat and make up 
unpardonable fie, there is, 

5. Malice in the heart ; without this, this fin c 
not be committed ; it raul] be a malicious oppotinj 
Hhe known truth ; that is. when a man being once 
1'ghtened, and having tailed of the heavenly gift, : 
the gocd word of God, and hath been made parts 
cf the Holy Gbbft, and hath had fome fweet relifh : 
fcretafte cf heaven, he comes to take 3 d.flike, anc 
hate the holy ways of God, and maliciorfly op[ 
and perfecute them, in defpite of the Spirit of grs 
crucifying afrefh the Son of God, and putting hint 
open (name. 

New a man having gone thus far, he comes in 
lafl place to be an apoftate ; for thus to oppofe will 
jy and majicioufly the known truth, is always joh 
with 6nal and total apeftacy ; fcr he that^s fo far 
Tightened as to fee the evil of fin, and the 'icellei 
of Chrift nod holinefs, find hath been made parts 
of the Holy Ghoft, of his graces and comfi.rts, 2 
tsfted of God's love and favour in Jefus Chrifr, s 
l>as fome foretafte of the }*ys of the world to cor 
for foch a one wilfully, fpitefully, and snalicioufl) 
fall away, he falls as nevejp to rife more. *Tis tr 
the children of God fall, and that often, and rife 
£ain ; but then they fall through weeknefs or infin 
ty, and not wilfully or malicioufly : but the/e wi 
ed vrctches fall wilfully and malicioufly, and fo 
fin-Hy. Againft foe b, the door of mercy is ever ft 
concerning fuch, SJ Peter faid, // bad been better 
them net to have knemm the way ofrigbteoufnefs, than 
Ur they had krxvsn it % to turn from the holy ctmvia 
merit delivered unto them ; but it happened unto them 
cording to the true proverb > 9 The dog is returned to 
ownvemit again, and the fro* that *wat wafted, to 
ivallcnving in the mire, 2 Pet. ii. 21* 22. There i 
drcadfv) place In /cnptHre againft thefe kind of a 
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ftates, that is, Hab. x. 26. For if we ftn wilfully after 
nvi have received the knowledge of the truth > there remain' 
eth no more facrifice for /In, hut a fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation. Thus bare 1 given you 
five fteps as fomaoy huks ia a chain, ail which make 
up the unpardonable Cn a^aintt the Holy Ghoft. It 
is a wilful and malicious c;^onag of the known truth, 
joined with final apoftacy. Thas have I (hewed you, 
as plain as I can, what this (in unto death is. 

Secondly, The next thing to be confidered is! tha? 
ail other fins pr blafphcoues whatfoever may be for- 
given ; be our fins never fo great and m my, though 
we be the vileft wretches that ever lived, yet there is 
hope of pardon upon repentance. Mana&b was the 
vileft wretch that ever wc read of, yet he repented 
2nd was pardoned ; &lfo Mary Magdalen was the 
chief of fianers, for out of her #ttne feven devils, yet, 
becaufe (he Joved much, much was forgiven her. A 
man may be a whoremonger, an adulterer, and woik 
witchcraft, and deal with familiar (pints, and yet at 
]aft he may repent and be faved 5 and yc have heard 
talk of fome that are fo fooLfii as to take the fin cf 
fornication for an unpardonable fin! from God's owa 
-words in the fourth commandment. I the Lord thy 
Cod am a jealous GoJ>\fiting the fns of the father t % 
unto the third and fourth generation : From wh.ccs 
they fay, that children that are bafe born, are not . 
faved unto the third and fourth generation: 'Bjt this 
is a mofi erroneous interpretatiou cf God's wurd : it 
is thoie that hate him^ and continue hating of him, 
that he will inflict the'r miqu'-ies upon : for fornicators 
and adulterer thcmfclves may repent and be faved, 
much more the children who knew nothing, nor could 
help nothing ; for Chri.1 with his o#a niou'h tells the 
icribes and pharifees, MuLth. xx\. 3 1. That the publi- 
cans and -uiiots Ih^K enter iato iht Vtfy^tant *\Y«v- 
ven bdeic then: i$r theve \% no £u& ViX vV*x> 
B 2 V 
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l& uj tbe unpardonable bin 

pardonable, except the fin againft the Holy Ghoft. 

Bat, 

Thirdly, This fin againft the Holy Ghoft, is alone 
the fin unto death; that is, a fin unpardonable, ne- 
ver to be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in the 
world to come : not becaufe the merits of Chrift are 
rot lufficient to pardon it, for this fin, as well as other 
fins, is but finite, whereas the merits of Chrift are in* 

£ finite. 

; Object. What is the reafin then that this fin cannot h- 

' firf ven ? 

* Jm/w. This qacftion brings me to the fourth thing 

confidcrable : do but mind me ,a little, and I will, as 
plain and as clear as I can, tell you what the reafoA 
i*, 

ThU fin is called the fia fgaiaft the Holy Ghnft, 

% aot becaufe it is a fin againft the perfon of the Holy 

Ghoft, for fo is tl) fm againft his perfon ; but it it 

. ggainft the office and work of the Holy Ghoft, Now 

rvrry one of the three perfons hare their particular 

... . work.. The work of the Father is to create ; the work 
*>f the Son is to redeem left finners ; apd the work of 
the Holy Ghoft is to enlighten, convince, fanftify, and 
convert them. Now a man committing this unpar- 
donable fin againft the Holy Ghoft, rejects all this 
work of the Spirit, Now for a man to be thoroughly 
tni vhreaed by the Holy Ghoft.fo that he comes to know 
t'*e evil of fin, and his loft andundone condition with • 
nnt Thrift, and that none but the merits- of Chrift 
can five him ; and notwithstanding wilfully and mv 
liciot.fly oppofes him, and the work of h»s Spirit, and 
regies 'to be beholden to him for falvation ; now f' r 
*ich a o;ie, 1 fay, to be forgiven, is utterly impefti- 

We. 

o:/r:cl. But w.Av // it iwpcfiblc? Nothing is ;r*pofih!e 
with G*d. 

ArJu. J*:f!i!i-.g ii irapcfllb^c with Cod, that do?s 

Ef>t 
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nply a contradiclion : but that God will forgive 
in committed againft the Holy Ghoft implies a 
adidtion : For how can he have pardon given him 
utterly rejects it ! As for inftance-T — 
man through ignorance may deny Chrift, (nay, 
:ioufly fall from the profeflion of the tru;h into 
ad of wickednefs, as did Sc Paul, and the Jews 
cruc-fird Chrift) yet not ialJing againft light and 
ledge, there :j room for the Holy Ghoft to work 
him, to enlighten him, and to convince him of 
Uy, and fo make way for conversion. But for a 
when he is once enlightened by the Holy Ghoft, 
las had fome tafte of God's love and favour, and 
focctafte of the joys of heaven, and then at lad, 
ly oppofiog this illuminating work of the Spirit, 
Uy and malicioufly to fall away, and fo to reject 
pint's renewing work; alas ! then the Holy. (f hod 
ae, he has nothing more then that he can woik 
m, for this wretched creature has utterly rejeded 
his enlightening work, hk conviucing work, hi* 
lying Work ; he has utterly reeled Chrift'i par* 
heaven and all. Now this poor wretch is paft all 
1 of mercy, all hopes of pardon ; nay, for fuch a 
ve are for bidden to pray ; as you fee in the verfe 
eof my text is a part. Now Chrift prayed for 
that malicioufly crucified him', Luke ixiii. 34. 
£, • Father, forgive them, for they knew not what 
do.' Alas J they knew not what they were doing, 
ad they known it, they w^nld not have crucified 
.ord of gfery, 1 Cor. ii. 8. Bat if they had known, 
et crucified Uai, Chrift would not have fpett his 
h to pray for them ; for it would have been utter- 
vain ; for when a man his committed this unpar- 
>!e fio, neither the praying in heaven nor earth 
o him any good ; for as the text faith, Tien is « 
\to dutb. 

ball conclude with a few word* <& *^&caxv^\ 
B 4 «* 



Jh^u'd be too J^rge far fofnall a book : here is : 

Fi'-ftf A nord of comfefrt. 

Secondly, A word of cauaiel. 

Firjt, A word of corafcre. Jr may be ths* by i 
inland reading of ihis terrible difcourfe, your h 
beg»n to ach for fear that you have committed tk< 
pardonable fin: Bm I'thick I have fufRc ; ent»y pr 
to you what it «i ; and I tell you again, that cher 
bur few that can commit it ; aa.y, there are mi! 
that are; tormented in hz\\ 9 yet nev?r committee 
fin ;.ray^ farther, an ignorart proreflant rony thr 
weaknefs; and out of a flavifh fear, turn p?pift, 
renounce his profVfllon, and yet not commit this 
p?rdonable fin againft the Holy Ghcft : For doi: 
our of ignorance ani infirmity, there ma7 be in 
left for trie Holy Ghoft tp work upon, whereby he 
yet be converted and fared. Confider this alio, i 
are afraifi'ycu hare committed it, and wilti. thai 
had not committed it, and fhould not commit it 
•were to do again, then, that it a iruc fign you 
not committed tt.- 

Sccondlfr I mud cenclnde all with a word of cov 

I. Watch- very diligently againft all fiq : But a 
sl!t*ke fpecia] heed of thofe fins that come ne: 
the C\n againft the Holy. Ghoft ; ; and the^y ere tJ 
hypocriiy» taking, only the outward profeffion of 
gion, and fo diffumbling and mocking of God.; fir 
wilfully agaiBft conviction of confcicnce, and ap 
Rrcat 1'ghc and knowledge,, finning prefuroptu 
(with an high hand) : Thefe fins, tho* none of 
are the diretf fin. againft the Holy Ghoft, yet the; 
come very near to it ; therefore take fpecial he 
them, left they, in time, ihculd bring you to the 
witting of that unpardonable fin. And; 

II. Labsur to be fincere in religion, and by a 
*M*h en.jjiaft your/eWei ia Ckrift.j for they that : 
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bn3« can never comnvc this unpird'mablr fin v 5* X 
iow this, that among all the fins committed by fa', 
ankir.d, there. is one tin that is ajsn unt$ deaths "which 
rhe unpardonable fin a gain ft thi Holy Ghoft, which 
hofc ever commits hath r** forgivsroefs, neither in this 
o«*!d, nor the world to conae. 

CtnRder what bath been /aid, and the Lord ghs yeq 
nderftanding, 

7>*. End eftU Fitji SERMON, 
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aint.'s D.ut;y^ and Exercis 
Or, An EarnclL 
Invitation to the Throne of "Guac e* 



The First Part* 



Tbess. ▼. 17.. Pr*y wth$ut effing* 

r& the glory of God, and the good of fools,, there 
is\no fubjefr more.necefTary for- me to write . 
•on, than to ftir up people to the duty ,oi grayer, both 
, their families and in fecret. . I find Vt a dir.y m»ft 
d]y neglected, not onJy among the prophanc fort of 
rople indeed (who feldom or never pray in th'eir fa- 
illes, therefore it is to be feared much lets do they 
ay in fecret) bnt t have been among ft fuch as feeoi 
► be the bed of people, that are juft and rightcons in 
eir dealings towards others, that delight to hear the 
;ft preachers, and join with the bed a&tfitY&tv «\ 
s very kind and courtecn* ttwatd caYvcx** «tA ^*s 



-ucy ncgtcic piaycr iu nic.r famines, oomc Ol I 
know do pray in their families on evenings befor 
fo to bed. But as for thofe that make a ccnfcic 
performing the duty of prayer in their families 
morning and evening, they are fo few, that the 
bat here and there one to be found of them: Tl: 
cjfe very much to be bewailed and lamented : N 
this one Hmy 1 have juft cau-'e to condemn myfel 
I may voile with flume enough, that this d 
pra>er has been too much negledtd by me as v 
by others : Nay, to this day, I fiad fo much a 
nets and back ward nefs to this diry, fo much Q. 
nefs, deadnefs, dulnefs of fpirit ; and feme t in: e 
luft, or one vanity or other fteals into my heart, 
makes me think myfelf to be uafit for this d 
p-rayer, and I find it fome times very hard to paf 
all difficulties, and peiforaa the duty of prayer a 
Thii makes me the more pity others, looking 
oihcrs to be in the fame condition with myfelf. 
r-juiidcr, friends, this is the wcikof the devil, 
does what he can either to keep us from pray 
rife to difturb us in prayer. So it was with ibz 
(Jicn of God, Job. i. The foes «f God came thei 
p.-eiented them ft Ives unto the Lord. But what t 
I an Twer, it was to pray and make fup lie* lion 
»he Lord. Then it is laid, that Satan caiae ai 
rtiem : But what did he come among them for ! 
;'v:er, it was, if he could, to keep them from the: 
ty, or elfe difturb them in their duty ; by filling 
cither with wandriug or diftrs&ed thoughts, th 
to caufe them to lofc the benefit of the duty, 
ix -cods, faithful prayer is that which the devil c 
endure ; for thcr,e is do weapon more powerful fv 
weakening Satan's kingdom, and fetttag up the 
dotn of Cirift in the fouls #f finners, than prayer i 
The devil is content that we (heuld read, a jd 
lo church, and hear fennons, without much d; f 
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becaufe he thinks he may eafily keep us from 
ting by the woid ; but fre labours with ail his 
t to keep us from prayer and medication, becaufe 
lows, that thefe duties weaken bis kingdom. But, 
rtends, let not ycu and I jei!d ourfelves up toSa- 
temptation, but refift him, and ftir up ourfelves 
Ice hold on God, and call upon his name by con- 
and fervent prayer. 

rtainly if the wickednsfs of the Sodomites grieved 
exed the foul of righteous Lot, it would grieve 
tiuch more, if he were now amonjjft us ia this 
erate age, and faw hiw wicksdneis abounds in 
vorld : How God is by oae judgment or another 
ling upoa us for our ungodly doings \ how that 
id of ail things is near at hand, and yet how ma-, 
rayerleri perfons and families there are amtnjgft 
low many multitudes of people can rife in the 
ing, and go about their concerns in the world 1 
hen to bed again at night, and ntver regard to 
11 their families, but live as if they had not a God 
k; as if they had not an everlafting" ftate to pre- 
or : Friends, let me defire you to consider thefe 
hings. 

/If Confider that your neg!e£ of prayer is a fign 
rou are rone of God's children, bat you are yet 
ir unregenerated and unconverted ftate and cci- 
i, and it were better that you had never been 

than you fhould die in fuch a condition. v> 
Icr that your breath is ia the hands of God ar«i 
ay flop it tthenfoevcr he pleafeth; you caisiiot 

ycurfclvcs of an hour to live : and u it not 
a dan^-rous thing to live in the ne*lt&of pray- 
* friend* ! how dare you go forth in the morn- 
ichour prayer, left death fhould meet you befsjrc 
and Crtft you into he'l ; or how dare yr.-u at niglit 
*t. ?n your beds, before ycu have bven at fSe 
: o? grace, and pleaded thrre wU'w tht \*?.- \ v ^ 
\ t\*r grace, pardon * aui Qne»c7,\t\k. ^o^Vtvv>v\ 



awake Vtlore morning in the flames of hell : O c 
ccaiider now and the»i upon this, how exceeding 
gcrous it is to I*ve in the cegielt of prayer. But i 
have the Spirit of prayer, if you give yourfelves 
conftint fervent prayer, this is a fign of your 
birth, and whenfecver death co«r«es, yoa arc fate, 
know, that a child, as foon as it is born, cries ; 
fmner, as focn as he is horn again, rails a cryinj 
-God, rs it was /aid of Paul, as foon as lie was 
again, Behold he prayeth, A3* ix. 11. It is the fp 
adoption that njakti us cry, Mia, Father. 

Secondly, Conftdtr the end thy God requites \ 

for, and let that encourage yo« to the duty. Go 

not reqaire prayer that he may receive fiona as, 

is infinitely and perfe&iy happy without us, and 

tore needs not o*r performances. But God bcin 

!i«g to btftow ihef: good ihingt we need, and tc 

■ciuriica:« that gucc aad mercy, without which * 

fxnfeivbie for ever, therefore it pieafed God « 

h/a infinite <*oouneif 9 to require prayer, to maki 

f&r the n;crcy Thich he knows we want : th< 

the Lord commands us to pray always, Luke x 

Pray a'-jucys, that yoj may he accounted worthy to 

cU thtfe tlmgs, and tsjrand before the Son of ma 

x T'v.:. ii. S. PwOm. x«.i ia. PhiL iv. 6. And a) 

:a tiii : -rt, Pray without std/ing. 

T.' >.«;V. LiJinider vs\i:ls you are" Grangers to j 
yo.rv.tf 5ivcs to ths dfnil. and he is doing w 
tin 'o ?:c. k out your uct*r ii^a and de(iruc*rion 
i'2\'.\ :* fid In Jc'npttiie jo fill the hearts of the \ 
'-. . :oko«p roiftfEDU c: thtsn, a»d to work in :1 
■:..*?. i ." c ;:!b;£:iic«:.. And trtly the devil find 
i •; of ;■■ c; ; fo; Jo* *■• watch not at all, $:>& p 
;it. i ..*.. : :j;i'h?;n. nh<2 th-y tr.se pr^y p.ii. 
c;,?:\c Ly /.-rsa at his pic-ifjrs. -*<:d tli«y d-"j r.: 
m *..fir- *.o ii-*-.'! h : s ftnre ir '<tn, u?.r the:- it" 
covered, rr'-f-fif, coniidtr, the wsore y^u ncgic 
*.*, rii4 UrapgiT yj~T ur; opticus vkvU^rov*, i 
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fin will encreafe in you, and the more rit you 
?c for utter ruin an J deftructioa. But on the o- 
ide, the oftner you pray, and the more fervent- 
u pray, the .more will fin and corruption weaken 
a, and more fit yen are for grace a?d mercy ; as 
a remarkable fpcech among Dr. Dod's faying*, 
ayer will make a man give over finning, or elfe 
will make a man give over praying." O friends, 
iv yen dtfire to be delivered out of the thraldom 
2 ievil, as ever you defire the faJvarJon of your 
, as everypu defire to find grace and mercy at the 
of God* be perWaded to give yonrfelves to ear- 
fervent prayer. Bur, 

urthly % Coofider, thofe tint are Grangers to pray- 
t\c God of heaven is againft them. O dreadful! 
■> are they that can (land before his indignation ? 
car defend him againft that arm that is omni- 
nt ? The rrounrains quake, the hills melt, and the 
devils tremble before this God ; furc it is dread- 
o have fo glorious and great a God an enemy. 
an enemy he is to all them who do count his mer- 
od favour not worth praying for : Thofe that do 
intreat this God to he reconc^Jcd now whilft he of- 
to be* reconciled to them, it is a fign x they neither 
it his love, nor fear his wrath ; therefore his wrath 
7 mu(l abide, except tbey in earneft fetk unto him, 
f Jihly 9 Confider, they that are ftrangers to prayer, 
will not cry to God. now in the day of their vifi- 
w, whilft pardon and mercy may b* had, mufi 
: to be neglected when they are forced to cry, 
:n mifery and diftrefs cover them. O read and 
nble at the place in Prov. i. 26, 27, 28. / will 
*h at your calamty* I will mock when your fear com* 
: when y our fear iometh at iefolcthn* and your de~ 
61 *n ct met has a whirlwind \ when dijire/j and ' angui/h 
eth upon you ; then /ball tbey call upon me, but I will 
ar fixer ; thsyfhaUfeck vie* but they jhaii no\ jitid >me. 
fr.xi.ds, if you will Hot feck the Uotd *b« VcKsfc 
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he may be found, if you will not call upon him m 
whilft he is near, I fa. zi. 6. yon may at laft he fc 
ced to cry in your extremity and not be regarded. 

Sixthly* ConGder, that if you lire in the neglect 
prayer,' that quickly the accepted time' which yoa if 
prove not, will be pad and gone; and then you (h; 
beg, and begcarneftly, but mull certainly be denie< 
We read in fcripture of calls that have not been r 
garded ; the foolifh virgins came after the door w 
(hut, and cried, L$rd x Lord, open unto us : but aJai 
they fpoke when is was too lace, therefore the rep 
was, I know you not whence you are, Matth. xxv.- 1 
ii, 12. When* the rich man in hell begged for a dn 
of water to cool his tongue, this was not grant* 
L'tfk zv. to intimate that not the lead mercy in hell 
to be expelled, nor the lead mitigation of 1 torments 
to be looked for : All then will be ready to pray, Lor< 
open the door that lets into thy kingdom and glcrj 
Lord, vouch fate a title refpite, a little eafe in tl 
midft of our torment. O but then God's ear will I 
flopped, heaven's gate will be (hut, and mercy will I 
gone for ever: O what a madnefs is it then to waf 
eur precious time, and not come to the throne of gra< 
before the day of grace comes to an end ? 

Seventhly, and Laftly, If yon live in the negletf < 
praytr, your mercies may turn t* curfes, lor th 
threatning is fulfilled upon them, Mai. ii. 2. / nui 
fend a curfe upon you. and cur fe your hleflings. Prat-, 
will turn curies into bleffings ; affiiftions are part < 
the curfe which is ind'ded becaufe of fin : But praj 
er alters the uaruie of them, and tutns them snt 
mercies and bVfllngs ; for the faa&.iication of tbci 
being bsg^ed Ly prayer, and granted, they work tc 
gefher for the good ©1 them: r*r(fai;h the a.oille 
fjliilions yield the peaceable fruits of ri^htecujrefs j 
them th.tt are exercifed thereby. On the other Is Ji 
where prayer is not, there bleilings aie turntd ini 
mmfoj and good thiiies winch arc it«,W*J. vwk u 
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for the flume and ruin of thofe that enjoy 
Common mercies are made a curfe upon pray • 
perfons ; fo, if they continue hi the neglect of 
, they muft certainly miff of thofe fpecial fav- 
:rcies revealed in the gofpel ; at pardon of fin, 
ation by Chrift, adoption, fancVtficatien by the 
deliverance from hell, eternal happinefi in the 
come. And God hath determined and declar- 
es word, that thofe that will have thefe thing?, 
rek them ; bat if they fee^k them not by earneft 
t prayer, it is a fign they undcrftand not the 
of them, and therefore muft certainly and juft- 
withouv them. 'God is not to prodigal of his 
s and -favours, as to fling them away upon 
perfons that do not think them worthy praying 
Thefe consideration* I have given yon as an ia« 
Hion to the matter enfuing, that yon may be the 
fttrred up to mind what I have to write ; and if 
ave hitherto negle&sd prayer, that you would 
in good earneft, fet about it. you that are 
srs to prayer, coofider that you are all this while 
oft woeful and mi fer able condition ; for you are 
r (ins, {lives to the devil, mere Grangers to God, 
ider his wrath and curfe ; and if ye.fhou'd die 
1 condition, y?u are undone for ever. Therefore 
nto the Lord by earneft prayer, that yoa may 
irered out of this condition. 
1 want a pardon, you want Chrift and grace, 
m are undone if ye have not found thefe b!ef- 
and you will not ply the throne of grace for the 
ing of them : friends, if you did but ferioufly 
er your ftate and your wants, you would find it 
iry to obey the words of the apoftle heie in the 
md pray without cetfing. Now the point of doc- 
vhich 1 Hull raife from thefe words is this : that 
»th the duty and work of every true Chriftian to 
ntbout ceafing. Now, in my farther Yk&ik&Vxu^x&ft 
TooarmiDg przjtT, I (hall ■cadtJWWM , Rr£> ^* 
C fc** 
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fiew what prayer is. Scctnaly* What it is to pray 
tinually, Thhdlfs To (hew fome reafons why we o 
to pray without cetfing. Lofily, To make applica 
Firj}> What prayer is : iu inert, prayer is an ea 
aRd iervent r ffering op of our defircs to Gcd by 
in the nam? cf Jefus ChrlH, icr thofe good tilings 
are agreeable to God's will and cur ov.a ntcc 
Now there muft occur thefe two ihJr.gs to make uj 
duty of prayer, ifl, An carr.c'l and fervent de fit; 
longing defire after thofe gracf s - ar J b'cCings we < 
to Gcd for ; for thcrs ate tcrrz that come frec^u; 
to the throne of grace, ar,d oITer a forn> gF words 
praying way : I fay a form of words, either co.Df 
ready to their hands, or elfe of their own compof 
and f© they come to God with expreiijcns of w< 
without any hearty defire a f ler thofe graces aad 
cics they feem to pray for : but the'r defires 1 un nc 
ter other things j afitr their luft, their ccvetcui 
and the things cf this worM ; and yet they wiii 
to pray mightily againft fin. and Pitf; : !y iufts, w 
they have no defire to be rid of, and for cbtainii 
thofe graces and fpiritual mercies, which they ar 
ienfible of thei# want *f, nor have any defire t< 
tain. But yet they will make often ufe of praycx 
their as a vail to hide and ccv?r their v'.ckedaefa, 
to fhew thcmfelves to the -acrid to be religious, o 
as a device, (o quiet their cor.icienccs in a ccui 
in ; and fo they make confcfUon of fin to ferve ir. 
of fcrfiikicg of (In, and praying inflead of repen 
Now fuch.a kind of prayer is abrminablc to the L 
yea, this kind of prayirg is indeed no pray in 3, h'c 
ly babbling, diiTembling, and mocking of God; 
it is lying into God ; Ephrmim (faid Gcd) *;»?/ 
n:e about with lies, Hofea xi. 12. Hypcuires d. 
pray, but inflead of prayiag, they lie unto God ; 
make as if they had a defire to know Gcd, to Iov< 
obey God, to be holy and heavenly, when indeed 
Jkarc no heart, nodtfire to any fuch thing, O 
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fort were the Scribes and Piiarliccs, zs Chrift complains 
agaioft them, Mirth, xv; 7,. 8. * Ye hypocrites, well 
might TLfaias proplieiy ol you, faying, This people 
drawtth near :e hie w.ih t^tt r moarh, and hoGoar nre 
with thtir lips, wlun tin- If hearts are far from me.' 
Yea, there i& a ha wo pre -*c:i need againft fuch, Matt. 
::lii. 13. Wo unto jd* Scrips and Phariless, hypo- 
crites, for you devour wi iow's boafcs, and for a pre- 
sence, mike long prayers : therefore you ihiil receive 
the greater dam:li::'J•l. , This, is the f£rl> concurrence 
to make up the duty of p.xyer, which is a ht.irty and 
fefvent defirc after thofe g-.-acss and good things ws 
pretend to pray for, without which our praying is no 
pray\ng, but bubbling £fcd mocking of God. zd!y> 
The other concurrence to ranks up the duty of prayer 
is thit : an offering up of oar dctires either with the 
mind, or vo'ce : fur if our defires ar.e never fo £reat 
to attain grace and mercy, yet if we do not oifer thefc 
deftres up with the mind ar;d voice, cur having of 
thefe de fires alone is not praying ; bu; where there are, 
hearty fervent defires afttr grace and mercy; and thefe 
defires are expreffsd either by fighing, grossing, whif- 
pcring, fpeaking, or by voice; this is playing indeed. 
And this (hall bc'fufHcier.t to fcew what prayer is. 

Secondly, The next thing 1 prom'tfed to fhew, was, 
What it is to pr^7 without ceahng. Now to pray 
without ceafing, is no? to do ii£e unto that .:;Y wro 
thought that prayer" ^33 to be their whale xL t\:ic : 
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ed, and prayer muft not corns in the way of other du- 
ties to fliuffle them out. But in general, to pray with- 
out ceailng, implies a taking hold cf, end improving 
of all thofe feafons aiut fipportunities, wherein God 
and our own necefE-ricj ri\[ us unto prayer ; this is to 
pray without ceafxng. Hat more particularly, to pray 
wirho-.u ccafing, in) plies, 

Fi'ft x A being always in a d'fo'.yV.'-. :■?>. •«.■?. \ v*.w.*. ^ 
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be reconciled to the duty of prayer, and fall in lore 
with it, and come to the throne of grace with delight* 
and alfo be continually refilling of that backwardnefi 
and indilpofuion to prayer, when foe ver the feafon of 
prayer approaches, and always to watch our hearts to 
keep then in- a praying frame. 

Secondly, To pray without ceafmg, implies a pray- 
ing iB every ftate and condition of Jife it pleafeth God 
to call us to : for without prayer, fichnefs will be un- 
fan&hTd, and health will be a judgment ; withoet \ 
prayer, health and prolpcrity will be a fnare, and will- j 
ticcafion a forgetfulriefs of God, and a daring to rebel \ 
againft him, and will ferve to encourage a negled of j 
the foul and of another world ; and without prayer, 1 
adveriity will be intolerable, 2. rid if it be removed, it \ 
will be in danger., Thu& no condition (hculd caufe a> J 
neg ! c<5r of praycr.- 

Tbirdly, To pray without ceafing, implies a perfe* 
vcring in prayer, and never to give over until we have 
our n que it granted. God io his wifdom, is pleafed 
fon-.e: : mes to caufe us to (lay longer for a mercy be- 
fore it come, both to make the mercy fweetcr to u* 
when it comes, and alfo for the trial of his peoples 
patience,, whether they will perfevese and continue 
waiting at the throne of grace; and thofe that are true .< 
believers will be content to wait, and wait in GodV ] 
way until their, prayers are granted : Co did the wo« \ 
man of Canaan, when (lie came to Chrift for mercy,, j 
wait ; though at her fii ft fuir, Chrift gave her no an- 
fwer at all, yet (he, notvrithftanding, continued her 
fu:t with more earneftnefs, crying after him. Bat then 
Chrift though he fpake, yet gave a kerning denial ; ! 
and told her that he was not lent but only to the lotf 
iheep of lirael : and yet (he would not give over, but 
cried again for help : but yet iuftead of helping her, 
lie called her a dog, and told her, that it was not mec: 
to t2ke the children** bread, and caft it to the do*s. 
Then In/lead of j'eaving off her tu'it, Arc citatxo CtinU. 
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h g"dt hiicTiiiliy ,• fos r.c 5 .*r:o.w!scLgcd herftlf to be 
or*. Siie acknowledged hsr Oivn uaworthinefs u£ 
rcy ; but yet ih- tUfpaire-j not, but by faith plead - 
Carift's mercy and bora.ity ; telling him, « Tho* I, 
ring a d^g, am not worthy to be tni'cle a partaker of 
,e children's bread, yet tfud.-rjs roayeatoi the crumbs 
aat fall from tieir mater's table.' This (hews how 
inkful (hi would have btcn for the" Icaft crumbs of 
rcy ; whereapoa jci'js ix. mediately commended the. • 
latnefs of her faith"; a ail as it were give her the kiy 
his treafcre, sod bid her take whatfoev^r the want- 

whether mercy for herfclf, or mescy for her daugh* 
, woman, great is thy faith % he it unto thee wen a: 
\i wit. Thus have 1 ihewed what prayer it, and 
.at it is to pray without etafng. 
Thirdly % The next thing is to give feme reafons why 
!& the duty and work oi every christian to fray with- 

ccaf.ngi •.'.:.■ i «;(: . 

Firfty We faouid pray continually, feecaufe God U 
rayi ready to hear : and though Cod krrows cul 
nts, and « .ready aSaH ciinss t-o bellow upon us what- 
ver we want,- yet the Lord in hu wifdooo, would 
it us wait *ipon him by fervent prayer for thole 
ritual good thing! we want : not that prayer tncrves 
d, but be* iufcx continual fervent prayer malis Us. 
to receive the mercy we come unto him for. li'.Goi 
uld beftowhU foecial fa?iny v mercy upon a tln;it\ 
ore he is fit for it, the mercy would be but liai- 
sed by him,' and God would have but little ream:, 
praifes and thaokt from him. Therefore, for this 
fon, God will be fought unto for his fpecial mercies 
ore he will beftow thetn. Atetr God had promUcd 
pardon, renew, and to heal iirnt!, yet be appoints 
yer, as a means to bring down thefe mercies, be- 
e he will beftow them, ?//.J:. xxxvi. 57; « For all this 
ili be enquired offby the houfe of Ifrael to do this for 
m.* Confider, friends, pardon i?ita&f, '*&&%£-&£.*, 
;ad;v zzd mercy is ready io r,:&T«ei-]fc^ft^«*' 
C 3 Second 



Secondly, We mud pray without ccafmg, continu- 
ally, becaufe Chrift is continually praying for us ;. 
Chrift prayed night and day for us, when he was upon 
etirib, even until he was in an agony, and now he it 
in heaven, he makes continual inter ceffion for ui, Heb. 
vii. 2£. Chrift in heaven is always prefenting to his Ka* 
ihtr his fufferings, and by his fufferings and blood- (he d, 
all that we pray for has been purchased ; the blood of 
Jefus Chrift cries in God's ear on the behalf of thofe 
that pray, that the curfo that Chrift hath bore may 
besrernoved from them, that the fin for which Chrfft: 
was wounded may be forgiven them, that out of his 
fplnefs they may receive grace for grace, and that for 
his fake they may be delivered from the wrath to come. 
^ j w, friends, if Chrift prayed foroifo Jong, and fo 
fervently, until he was in an agony, and ftill prays for 
fi« in heaven ; (hall we yet lofs. the benefit of all for 
wast of praying for ourfelves ? O for Jkamc / Seeing 
Chrift doih hil part, let us do ours. 

Thirdly, We muft pray without eeafrag, becaofe the* 
Spirit is always ready to help our infirmities, Rom. vui.. 
26. The fpirit is ready to inftrudrus what to pray for ; 
as to remove- the load of indifpofitton to this duly, td 
qaicken our deadnefs in the duty, to enlarge our de- 
fires after grace, and to ftrcngthtn us to wreftle for a 
blcffing. 

Fourthly, We muft pray continually, becaufe Satan 
is always ready to affault us; he goes about like a roar* 
tng Iton^ Jeeking <vohom he may devour 9 j Pet. v. 8. Satan; 
is never idle, he is always following us with fnares of 
temptations : our life is full of temptations, and faall 
we not continually pray again ft Satan and his affuilts ? 
Wicked Spirits are continually engaged agaicft us : We 
<wreji!e, faid the apoftlc, with principalities end powers, 
and fp ritual nuickednefs in high places t Eph. vi. 12. W« 
had need therefore to pray without ceafing, feeing they 
ceafe not endeavouring to bring us both to fin and ruin. 

Fi/:^ 
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nhly and Lifify, We fhould pray -virhout 6e;ifiag, 

, lie our corruptions qu;ckly get ftrerigth upon the 

■ : negUA of prayer. It by our watching, praying* 

■ vrelUing with God, we have- got fome ftrcngth and 

. r sgainft our corruptions, as anger, pride, covet • 

.-./:fs, fleitly lufts, fenfuality, and our affections arc 

•i. d, and inflamed towards God and heavenly thing*, 

' we are got into a (late of grace, yet if we once let 

.1 our watch, and negle& prayer, onr corruptions 

' get fticogth again, and our graces will decays 

)ur love to God and holy things will decay. Now 

• icfe things confidered, we may fee that it is necef<- 

foc us to take care that we be not carelefs, flight 

... negligent in our perf#rmano; of this duty of pray- 

■ ut ftir up. ourfelvcs in the performance of this 

i.y, and to pray without ceafing. 

i aus have I done with the d«clrinal part : but be* 

- c I proceed, 1 (hall anfwer an objection which may- 
in the way* 

'. \ic object 'on which fome will make is this, Whether 

- y ought to pray with a form ? Some there be that 
•.rt a form of prayer, and fome be again (V it. 

iv>w in-aufwering this objection, I (hall endeavour 
t> x>ncile both. parties : you rauft note, that thers 
: *.wo kinds of prayer commanded by God : Firft^ 
ibiic or family prayer : Secondly % Secret prayer, 
''or the fir ft of thefe, if you be about public or fa- 
lIv prayer, and are the fpcaker, it is mod convent* 
t \-\t you to pray ia a fet form of words, fuitcd to 
e general nccefikie&of thofe that join with you, and 
r necefllties of mankind in general throughout the 
M-id. Such forms as thofe are already com po fed by 
»!iy eminent divines. 1 fay, in public and family 
j v,.fj it is took convenient to pray in fnch a fet com* 
ictl form of words, that thefe which join with you, 
•■•$; acquainted with your matter, may with more 
.imefs go along with you in your expre&otw ta&. 
■t the law/uJflcft of thefe tQtmi, cw&Afct >fc»* 



:iie l.erc'* praytr. Nj* this form Chrill iuih giv 
b)i!i lo b*- a rule and pattern to direct \v. ia p? 
rmd alio co bi u t& in oar prayers: the corxiOQ&i 
Ohrillt in Match, vi. 9. is m thefc words, ^'j £ 
***KH*r *ra\ ;v. That is to teash us that the L 
Prayer is givic :i* to be ufed not 0:1! y as a f«r:n 
a! To to i-e ?. rule for d. retting us to pray, accord i; 
7'?at pviitirn. But in Luke xi. 2. the cornea*: 
Ouiffr ■* ill thefc words, when ysu pray, /*y t tut 
*'v.-, &».\ This is alio ia tcaca u*, th.it the *L 
J", aye; is cfed not only as a pattern Dr rule, b-.it a 
;«. for in to be ufed at the cud of evjry public pra/c 

To conclude this, writers record, that forms 
i:ied r.hen our Saviour Chrirt was upon the tai :h. 
'Jhtirt joined with them in thofe forms; and yet ( 
neithtr co.itradi&ed thefe form?, nor blamed rher 
V'Cing them. Therefore if your objection be co:\ 
:ng public or private prayer, ! hive fafScieatl; 
fwered that. 

Rut Secondly, If your ebie&Icn be concerning f 
prayer, 1 lh-*ll focm refolv* you in that. U yo< 
whither you oughf to pray in fecrct by a form ? 
h the fame thing as if you fhould aik, whetiicr a 
cttf'ht to intake dfe of his Jegs, cr make ufc of 
c.*v.* to w*lk with ! Foryou ail know, that if a 
vt iame, cod cannot ufe his l*gs, he ought t* waJ 
crutches, until he can have the ufc of his legi, 
riinjjr hi* crutches aHde : even fo thole that have hii 
tj been foaBgersto prayer, and alfo to thunic 
who ar< wr.ik, and hare not atta : i»ed unto tbe £• 
grayer, and therefore they know not how to j 
thefc ought to pi ay by a form, and to make 'j 
iacu forms as may lead them to the knowledge of 
owii paitic»Iar fins, aad their own neccQi:ijj£ ; 
then, as fowl as they can come to know thenar 
their own particular fiis and wants, fo as to co. 
hem, their own corruptions and inclinations, f 
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ment over them, their own temptations to as to 

againft them, alfo their own wanes, that they 

beg of God to have them fupplied ; then they 
it no longer toufe a form, but to lay it a tide as 
fs, becaufe they are able to exprefs their own par- 
ar wants without it. And befides, there are no 
ten forms of prayer, that can fuit with the ftate 
condition of every particular Chriftian ; for one 
ftian is under one circumftanee, and another un- 
inother ; therefore every one ought to ftudy his 

fins, temptations and wants, and then fall to 
er, according as he fiads his own condition to be, 

for a man, under whatfoever circumftance he be, 
or him to ufe a form, it is a fign he prays for he 
78 not what. To give you an inftance or two \ 
ofe you were a condemned malefactor, and were 
I to the king to beg a pardon, you would not need 
itten form of words to carry with yen ; for your 
conditio^ wonld teach you what to fay. Or, fup- 
a beggir flit u Id come to your door in a miferable 
tion, ready to ftaive with hunger, you would 
hear how hard he would beg, what complaints 
:>a Id make, and what arguments he would ufe to 
your pity, without a written form of words : e~ 
0, if you. have but, a. ttue fign and feafe of your 
id mifery, and of your want of fuch and fuch 
uercics, you would not need a written form to 

you what to fay to God, when ycu come to the 
e of grace. 

us 1 hope 1 have fufficifnily fatisficd you in an* 
lg this objection, Whether you ought to pray by 
orm or nt>c ? 

us, hiving done with the doclrinal part, and 311- 
i thefe objt&ions, I come now to the application, 
i. ft ufe (hall be a ufe of lamentation, if it be 
i nece/T&ry duly of every Chriftfan to pray with- 
afing, then what faM we think crt \VA* vV«x w 
'/> neither, wkh their fasiiV.ks, uoi ^tt.\fefe«te& 
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They rnind nothing but the things of the world, and 5 
the iufts of the fbfh, but never fr.ck after God. Surely 
theft mail be in a f.id rmferable condition. This is* 
lamentation, aud muft be for a lamemadon. 

Seccndiu Tne nsxt ufe (hi!l be of Caution: let W 
be / c*ur:o::ed :i;?ainft thefe two thing?: 

/'.'./', Let us taki hsed of a formal, dull, earelefij 
and hiartlcf' performance of this duty of prayer. Alii 
that i: m.iy be avoided, take heed of rulh : .cg unpre- 
parediy :ut© God's pretence. B.it if you a(k, how I 
(hall do to p-epare nayfelf aright for this duty of pray- 
er? I anfwer, if yoa would pray fo as your prayerf* 
may be accepted and granted, you muft follow thefe' 
<lir:cTions : 

i. Before you go to prayer, Rudy the knowledge of 
yourfe! vss. Examine how the cafe ftands between God 
and your fauls, and which w*y yjur dc fires run : and 
if you find that your dellres ruvi hearen- wards, then 
examine the matter of your defire*, wiut it t% yoa 
would have God to do for yen, ftudy your fins and 
wants, what corruptions you defite to be rid of, and 
what graces you would have God bsftow upon you, 
If you do not acquaint yourfelves with your cafe be- 
fore hand, you cannot expeft to know tt aright on i 
fudden ; as you go to pray, if you do not actually looV 
into yenr hearts and lires before you go to prayer, you 
fuuis will h; unhumhled, and waat that lively fenfe o 
your nrc?{fities, which muft put life into your prayers 
Before you pray, confiJer wait fin is, what God' 
wrath and hell is, and what lufts and corruptions ar 
yet in you, and what grac: and mercy you ftaud i 
reed of. And this will au'.;c you pray, and pray t 
pjrp'jfe with all your he.irt. 

2. as you go to prayer, ni:: h?ed cf vain a^d fii 
f sii thoughts, that they tl> n -r t.>:»re ift and fpo'd tl 
ilu'y. To :Vs en-!, wi;c : » yyjr !.e a -ti, your thoa^l»» 

V y wr all *i .:: * very cir-*.:V.i/. ll:at your l-eii*s 1 

_ UiU^si td ia i:.: Mt lev-: \X r-r.;»*.y ••Xt.v'i'r-.v «* * 




7 he Saint's Exercife. 35 

irei ; the thought will csfiiy follow the af- 

,cn yon come to God in prayer, come in fuch 
as befeemeth a copderaaed (inner, and yet ia 
and boldneis that befeemeth a Con and a mem* 
:f«s Chrift : do cot conceive a conceit of any" 
fs in yourfelvcs, yet take heed of any defpair- 
gbt in prayer; bat be as con ft ant in every law- 
»ft you a(k, as if you faw ycur glorious Re* 
nterceeding for you with his Father. Faith 

• is the life of prayer, and Chrift is the life cf 
f you pray, and think you lliall never be the 4 
r prying, your prayer will have but little 
reiore let a crucified and glorified Chrift be al- 
ore your eyes in prayer, not in a picture, but 
hts of a believing mind. See what the apoftle 
he Hv' brews, Heb. iv. 14, ij, 16. • We have 
-I:gh Pricft that 1*3 pi) fled into the heavens, Je- 
cn <.? God, that was in afl poinrs tempted as 
and yet w;thojt En; Let us come therefore 
cwtfi to ihe throne of grr.ee, that we may ob- 
ey, anvi ^ave grac* to help in ^he time cf need.' 
b iv. 25. • He is s»b'e to frve to the utter moil 
at come unto G**d 'hrough him, feeing he ever 
> make ir^creeGisn for tixem.' Yea, ^e have a 

by Chrxii for (.neoumgement, John x<v. 13. 
i xik any r?.;r.g in my nsme, I wii! do it.* 
rfbo*;r hart, with all yorr hearts, all the tlaie 

»raySn^, *•■■ keep them in a revertnt, ferious. 
fi?r.:e. .t..:i ;':l'er them not to grow remifs and 

* turn p";;*:.r uno i:p-Jabour, v into iifelels frr» 
the ::?■«»: *.v.y he f-nfeiefs, ihough the voice 

bs !i-. m-*.:-?, :.:.c. therefore ihe heart muft be 

y wv :r-'.l, ;;;■ ] :'..! -gently ftirred up. 

j '.- : :** ^!s-:e, i,-;? vhtr caution I (baHlaybe- 

,. ; tl.i-t*. .'.:*? y.-'t have done prayer ^ ta'«t 
; ' , " -.' :i "■■ r ; ; ; rr. r • e ! ves w a\\ \Yv* \y« * ^*\\w«v» 
■"■:«c-Ji":;, ".I-.'i k-r.^ yr.y.r vjotV'\% fcctfc' - * 
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your prayer is done, bat carefully examine bow yoi 
thoughts have been, in what frame your hearts hai 
been whillt you were praying, and then watch for 
return of prayer. Do not think you have done enongl 
when yom have done praying, but watch for a retut 
of prayer. David had heen praying, and then he w« 
refolved to hearken to what the Lord fpeaks, Pfal. Izxr 
8. So the church, believing that the Lord would heai 
refolves to wait for him, Matth, vii. 7. Therefore 
mii II love the Lord; Invill wait for the God offalvatm 
my God will hear me. Friends, if you do not watc 
for return of prayer, you do not confider what you d< 
or whom you have to do with, m prayer. When yo 
pray, you ingage in an ordinance, and (hull that b 
ufed in vain ? you are therefore to ftand upon yon 
watch tower, aod to obferve with the prophet whs 
God faid to you, Hab ii. 1. This is thefecond ufe. 
Thirdly, The third and laft ufe (hall be of exhortati 
on, for the ftirring you all up, both to family an 
fee ret prayer. As for family prayer : O be perfuade 
for the Lord's fake, that you (heuld make confeiene 
of family prayer, not only in the evening, but ever 
morning and evening. This is a duty that is moi 
fadly neglected in this age. O for the f*ke of you 
immortal fouls, do not fcfFer yeur company, bull 

• oefs, and the delights of the world and fleth, to ro 
you of God's love, and to ruin your body and foul i 
hell for ever. Let me perfuade you to take this coun 
fel, that what company foever is at your houfe, at un 
feafonable times, teli them thus : That it is now tint 

for you to be w th your God ; it it tint's for you to be a 
heme, reading and praying in your families , But if yoi 
cannot (hake off your company and bufinefr, in time 
then do as Abraham did, G±n:-xxii. f. who faid to thi 
young man, Tarry here, while I and this lad goyonde, 
and nvor/hip. Confider friends, your fouls are more thaj 
ten thoufand worlds; and you had better aeglect an; 

Ahfautt this world, than to n?gle& your fouls. Ba 

YkVIVP 
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having faid fome thing for the perfnading to family 
prayer, in my feraion on Jolhua's refolution, I need 
fay no more of it here. 

Therefor*, idly, Let, me alfo exhort yon to fecret 
prayer ; for is to be feared, that this alfp is Tery 
much neglecled among ft us ; nay, it is not only ne« 
glecled among loofe prophane Tinners, but alfo it is to 
be feared, it is fadly neglected by profefors, and thofe 
that are con&ant performers of family duties. Many 
that make confeienee of praying in their families both 
night and morning, yet follow them to their chambers 
or clofets, and you (hall fee nothing of Secret prayer* 
Friends, I can tell you, and that by woful experience 
Xoo, that to pray aright is the hardeft .work in religi- 
on ; and thatbyrcafon of thofe many opportunities, 
pull backs and hindrances in their duty. Secret pray- 
er is the greateft enemy the dev'i has ; he cannot en- 
dure that people fnouid go pray in fecret, becaufe no 
duty can be more powerful in the paling down of Sa- 
rin's kingdom in the foul, and fitting up the kingdom: 
of Chrift, than fecret prayer. 

Confider, that fecrei prayer, if fervent, is a driving 
again ft fin and corruption : for whenever we are (iriv- 
ing againft fin tor duty, and fin ftrives for the victory; 
wh lit duty holds us up, fin goes down, bt:t when du- 
ty flags, fin gets up. Secret prayer, if hearty, will 
, make us weary of tianifig, or elfe fin wili make m 
* weary of fuch kind of praying. And if fecret praver 
once be a weariomneis to us, it is a fad fign thstt iln 
gets the upper hand ; there cannot be a more effecVjaE 
way for a tinner to kill his iia, than by fecret prayer ; 
a tinner never fights againft tin, with a greater zeal, 
nor with greater fuccefs, than upon his knees. When 
once a tinner comes to knsel in cur uefi before God, his 
luft muft quickly kneel to him. Our confeffion of fin, 
and laying «-.f it open before the Lord, our complaining 
to the Lord ot ic, pur c ying Xo \\vt V.nK& %^Cvo&. * 
prc/Eng bitn upon his prooatic, 'Ap^i; Vwc^wa 




prayer ; but if all this be not encouragement enough 1 , 
Confider in the Jtxt£> and lafi place, that if you daily 
and fervently pray in fecret, meditate and examine 
yourfelves-, and take pains with your own hearts in fe- 
rret, God will reward you openly. This is the argu- 
ment that Chrift nfeth to inforce fecret prayer, Matth. 
vi. 6. • When thou prayeft, enter into thy clofet, and 

• flint the door, and pray to thy Father which is in fe- x 

* cret, and thy Father which feeth in fecret (hall re- 
4 ward thee openly ' As fecret wickednefs (hall be o- 
peniy punifhed, £o (hall fecret duties be openly reward- 
ed before men and angels at the laft day. 

Now in the next place, 1 (hall give yott forne direc- 
tion! for the attaining of the gift of prayer, and alfo 
furnifh you with matter for praying, who are bare of 
matter, as wdl as for the help «f thofe who are of a 
Tveak capacity : And' brcanfe 1 would omit qothing 
that might be for the good of fonts, that may be a 
mean and a way t» help them to heaven, I have now, 
thro' the help of God, wrote one tieatife more opon 
this fubjeft, to direft you how to obtain the gift of 
prayer, and fupply you with matter for prayer, with* 
fume directions for fliort ejaculatory prayer, a»d the: 
Lord give you understanding. 



71? End oftU Firjt SERMQN. 
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Or, An Earned 

layitation to the Throne of Gra.ce. 



The Second Part. 



Tbess* V; 17. Prsy nuilhjutceajing. 

IN my firft, (The SanVs Duty ' ar.d Extreme) I* 
(hewed. 

\ft % What prayer Is. 

2<ffy, 1 gave fome reafons why we (bould pray with* 
cut ceaflng. 

3«//y, and Ar^r, I made font application : WJjcrc, 

1. I gave an ufe of Lamentation, 

2. An ufe of Caution. 

3. An ufe of Exhortation. Eut, 

iecaufe this "duty -cf prayer is of Co great coafc- 
quecce, that the right perfovuianc£ of it (hews a man 
or woman to be in a converted and renewed ftate. and" 
in their way to heaven and eternal glory ; but the ne- 
glect of this great duty fhtws plainly, whatever they 
think of themfelves, that they are yet in their uncon- 
verted and unrenewed ftate, and fo in the broad way 
to hell and damnation : i (hill therefore (by the help 
of Gmd) endeavour to do according to my promife in 
the firft book ; that is, to enlarge iay ufe of exhoruu- 
m. 

* ijf, By (hewing you hew yo'i fiiall attain unto the: 
lift cf pra/cr> and by what auras ^w mvj wrcw. v* 
' D 3 * 



of matter. 

idly* I fhall give you fome dineclIon3 cone 
ffiort tjaculatory prayer. 

3^/y, If you are dead and dull, I (Hall ia \ 
place give you feme directions, how you may g 
hearts enlivened and quickened, and how yc 
come to be fervent and hearty in prayer, and fc 
conclude this fub}e&. 

Now hi the firft place, do as one of Chrift'i 
pies did, Luke xi. i* Who catre to Chrift, and 
him to teach them to pray, even as John tauj 
difciples ; fo, go you to Cod in the name of 
and defire him to teach you to pray : Say, Lor, 
me to pray. Beg for God's holy Spirit, that ho 
help you to pray, and 2fllft you. in prayer, a 
words into your mouth ; for it is the Spirit th: 
• help your infirmities, faith the apoftle, Rom. v 
For nvc know not 'what U> fray for at we ought : 
Spirit itjelf maleth inter cejfion for us, nuitb grod 
cannot be expreJfecL And if you come with an 
defire of the Spirit's help, he will affift you. B 
is not all ; for there are other means that you m 
if you defire to attain unto the gift of prayer. 

FirJ? t You muft labour to be well acquaints 
yourfelf; ftudy well your hearts and lives, anc 
truly the word and will of God, and all the br 
€>f the ten commandments, which you may do 
help of the AfTerably's Catechifm, or any othe 
which explains the ten commandments. Stu( 
the meaning of the Lord's prayer, and there y 
find how fhort you come of falsifying God's 
and doing of his will ; and how far the kingc 
grace, is from coming into your fouls, when yoi 
rience the kindom of fin and Satan to reign t 
nueh. 

Secondly i For the furnifhing you with matter fc 
" \n the next place, ftudy God and Chrift, and 
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rn kilo* Iiim in h : s nature, attributes and works, and 
cfptciaHy Uhour :o be acqMainfd wt*i h«s dealings 
awards you, anu'th'n you wi»l Je- what a holy ani" 
ii-.*h:er-us law yon br^ak, whit a Cod yon rnve of' 
frnieJ, even you» Maker, Preiervar, and Kic-rjolor. 
Once more, lludy wsl! th? tru'h and faiii.iiiiticl* of 
fj.-id, and then you wi«i l*se wh.it pronries y u have 
il ^iired, and what true-uning* vcvi have contemned, 
and thefe tl.iu:;* w M caufe you to a^nvi'j your (ins 
in con'cffiag ot them; and tfccaufc, \h:v w»!l make you 
the more earneft ; n begging psrdi.n tor tiirm, and to 
fludy fiod's great goodness to you, tnd to think on 
the fevcral kind3 of his rrercy, vchich he has btftow- 
ed upon you, both for your fouls and bodies. For' 
infUnce, by what wonderful merry your I.ves are pre • 
ferved, and yo-i faved from a!! dangers, when there 
srefo many diftempcrs, aid iuch a multitude of ca- 
fualities and dangers. And to this end, hi renews his 
mercy to you every morning, and evtry ni^ht, «ud 
every hour ;' he a!fo by his good hand of providence 
feeds you with the fruits of the earth, gives ih-m vir- 
tue to nourifh you, and gives you an apperire to di- 
geft them ; alio he continues your cafe, whiJft many 
others are in pain and miiery : aifo he continues the 
fight of your eyes, and tiie ufc of a!J your ienies and 
members, and gives you fweet ar:d comfortable reft, 
and comfortable habitation ; and bcfidrs, the grea: 
mercy of all is, you being in a loft and undone «ht-e 
and condition, he delivered up his dearly beloved Son 
a facriflce upon the crofs, that by his fuiTcrings and 
death he might delivtr you from heii and eternal 
wrath, and purchafe heaven and faivation for you ; 
and upon 'his account* he hath given you the light cf 
his holy word and gofpel ; he hath given you his fab- 
bath and his minifiers, and his holy Spirit to teach 
and inltrucl you in the way to heaven and happinefs. 
Now, if you will but ftudy ali thrfe torts ot n\«wv 
what abundance of matter will you &tA ta \\i>fc ™^ 
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or cnfnaring objedt, to that yoa arc afraid of beira 
caught in the devil's hook, then plead God's omnlpc 
lency thus : 

4 O moft wife, omnipotent, ail fesing and all know 

* i»g God, from whom no fccret thing can be hid, whi 

* raarkcft all my fteps, and underftandeit my thought 
' afar off, I pray thee give me grace, that 1 may fa 
' thee always before mine eyes, and be mindful of in 

* appearance at the bar of thy j a (lice, that I may no 

* dare nor venture upon that fin that 1 am now temptc 
•to.' 

Secondly, If you find any fin or luft like to over 
come yoa, then plead God's power and all fufiicienc 
thus : 

* O Almighty, great aad glorious Lord God, whof 
4 faer.gth is made perfect in *eaknefs, I pray thee, ac 

* cording to thy almighty power, ftrengthen me wit 
f thy grace, that i may by thy help be enabled to < 

* vercome this fin, this luft, this vanity.' 

Thirdly, If for want of taking heed yo8' chance to b 
overtaken, and fall into any kind of fia, then plea* 
the mercy and goodaefs of God, and the merits c 
Curat, for your pardon thus ; 

* O moft merciful, gracious, and loving Pather i 
' thrift, 1 humbly entreat thee, for his bitter death an 
L .bloody pa&on's fake, that thou wjuldft pardon an< 
' forgive me this fin, and give me grace to rife agaiu b 
' true repsut&nce, aad to be more watchful over m 
.* ;ieart and my life for the time to CMnt." 

Whenibever you taiak upon your natural polloti 
cx% aad dsdlsmsnts, then plead the hohaefs of Go 
ihus : 

* O mo.l holy, holy, ho'.y Lord God of Sibbaoth.wl) 
c cirt oi purer eyes thin to belioM in-q'iity* : I pr«y th< 
* waft a i v*y my fias in the bio *d of Jeias Ghril, fau< 
' u!\- my ru-jut. purify my conscience from dead work' 

H :t \-.j bs iiiii-;, ii fin are under any d^uStSor fe^r 
\" n -.:lr. a.*y u«.ui o: 'a?i ifc'oa, then p**id the wifio 
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d, that he would work all things about for your 

b when you are go ; ng to read or hear the word ^ 
d, then plead God's truth and faithfulnefi, that 
s truth's fake, he would give you grace to hear- 
o his counfels, obey his precepts, embrace his pro- 
., and (land in awe of his tbreatnings. 
ftly. Once more, when you are going about the; 
ity of prayer, and find yourfelf to be dull and un- 
- that duty, then plead the quickning Spirit of 
thus : 

) infinite eternal and everlafting God, who art life 
If, and give ft life and being to all creatures, and 
the virtue of Chrift's refurreclion, will one day 
fe the dead out of their graves : I befeech thee at • 
by. the fame virtue, that thou woaldft quicken my 
id and dull fpirit; fuffer me not to bring a dead 
rifice before a living Cod; but take from me dead- 
's, dolncfs and drowfmejs, or whatsoever hinders 
indifpofeth me to duty. Quicken me, 1 pray thee, 
duty, and quicken me in dury ; infpire in me, 1 be* 
ch thee, a new fpiritual lite ; and this 1 beg for 
rift's fake. ' 

bus I have endeavoured, as plain as I coulJ, to 
words into your mouth, and teach *ou how to 
V both by a fet duty, and by inert ejaculations. 
ronclude all, when you are £oing to pray, labour 
ir up your fouls into a lively and ferious belief <^f 
ucfeen things of another world : and pray, as it 
few them before your eyes, as if yntj ft** God in 
*!ory, as if you faw heaven and hell, the penned 
the damned, Chrift is heaven interceding for you. 
i a believing fight as this will make yeu fen us, 
pray to purpofe with all your hearts. Thus, by 
twii.»gcf thefe rulet you will, by God's help, ob- 
a fervency in prayer. Now confide* vta& \&\\^* 
tfce Lord giv* you nnderftandm^. 

Tfie E/;d cf the Second % fc K>JY OW , 



5< -tne accepted nmc, 

and foolery, in faiihfyirg our lufts, and pleaficg otti 
itivcfc until ibe dcor oi mercy be (hut, our darcuar> 
on w.JI be far ojcre guar, than :f wt never had foci 
zn cppcitunity put into cur hantis. This is the fir I 
bead, r'.eie is with us fuch a time ab «n accepted tmt { 
and do? of Jafonthn. 

Htcnaly, 1 IhaJi (hew, when this accepted time, Mi 

dav cf i.u\a;ion is ; that i?, it is now; jiOW is the *£< 

&pied timsy and new is the dayeffahatltn. The apoAlt 

dotn notfpeak in tie futuie tenie, that foon after will 

be *n accepted 'time: Cho' you continue in your (ins loi 

a while, rebe:h»s.r agsruft God, grieving hw Spirit, 

and provoking h'.v\ \o wrath, y:t if you turn to God 

Lereaiter, you fli.-.ii be accepted; no, but he fpe^ks ii 

I he preur.t tenfe, Behold! xw it the accepted that, al 

mankind are in a mi friable hate by native ; *nd it ii 

r.ow ihiit the terms cf mercy are offered you, and ai 

opportunity oF gnat pur iuto your hurds ; mark wha 

cur saviour faith, JMUr. xxi. 26. *^gree with thixi? ad 

vetfary qrickiy. wtiilit ti;o:i a»t in the way with hid 

J* ft ar any t'«mc the advet lary deliver thee to the judge 

and :ht judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou b 

c«3 ":a,o pi- : fozi; verily 1 fcy unto thee, -thou (halt nc 

come rucihfti.ee, t ii tl.oa haft paid the uuiioft far 

u.'v?. 7 Now Gwd is ouradvenary, for we are a.l b 

r»a:u:c enemies to God by reafon of" fin, but yet God 

ct h s tender lev*, hath given us terms of reconciiiat 

Li! » i^rcc iberc!ore vctih hia quickly, before his JmiVc 

has. f*:z?d u; on thee, :mrl i **u be delivered to \ , .\t a 

lies'*, tie <jtvi! a&d r'»-en tVu fh-i' by aim be cafi : .nl 

tie p«-ifoncf hell, an^ :ii.re thou ir/iift 1*» »n exircni 

ar'J ii.t^N-rible torwen 3, unt."-' tl.f -i hslt paid the n 

n« tt« r tttingi f God'c j*«:1!<:e whrtfh c*ur.ot be to alii 

urzi-.y. O F tr trcVe asr ce ar;tf\.jakc your peace wii 

your Co<3 qu ckly, wl» ill thou art n the w;y v"" 

Irui: a»*.d ;io\v yo;i art :a a fair *\ay with h»m to 

itc.,r.cuYr, (or he < fic-s *ru teirss of CLercy; he La 

liicwtd you in his ui ■ U I > vlui .weans ycu a:^y cui 
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rake an agreement wkh him, 2 Cor. rr. And ti 

£o earneftly drfi;*es cur reconciliation with him^ 
hat a fair way zrs we then wi:h Gcd to be recos- 
1. Bat if you continue in your unconverted (late, 

in your enmity with God a little longer, umil ihc 
>n of grace be at aa end, ancTG<>d hath (hut a< 
ft you the dcor of mercy, then God and you will 
[•reconcilable for ever ; then all your pray:n, tears, 

endeavour*, fha:!! never be accepted: then no- 
g remans but the prifon of hell, and to be cafi 
e to remain for ever and ever. 1 Therefore, as Eli- 
s faid to Job, fo I fay to you, Job xxtr. 2:. * Ac- 
nt now thyfelf with him, and be at peace, thereby 
1 (hall come unto thee,' for behold now is the time 

thou may ft b£ accepted. But more particular!) 
lew you when this accepted time an J day of J a hat i$* 
t is now, in this- life; for there is no making oux 
:e with God after death. Therefore kith Solomon, 
. i*. x. « Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do^ do i( 

thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, noi 
v!edge,nor wifdom,in the grave, whither thou gotft. 
aw through God's grace you may be converted ; 
t you are enemies to God-, you m:«y be reconciled ; 
:t you are in your finis, you may be pardoned- ; if 
you are in a ftate of damnation, you may be 
ight into a fkatc of falvaticn : but when once death 
(hut your eyet, then your conditioa will be una!- 
jle for ever : • I muft work the work of him that 

me whilft it is day, - for the night coxeth, whec 
i&n cad work* 

it, yet; though tJte time 6f this fife be the accept 
me, and day of falvatfoir; yet every time of man's 
nay not be an accepted time with him; for with 
: *\\zdwyoffalv&hn\&tt\\ arl their lifetong, and 

feme it doth not : therefore well might the pro* 

cry out : fYa. iv. 6. Seek ye the Lerd while be may 
?u*d, call en him while he is near ; tor tbwe vaa^ 
c a timt, tiut tiic Laid wftlxxottatevuvH xswT* 
E 3 ■* 



fore fhew you fonoe certa : n fsafors or man's lile, 
if you have bet wife! era to know them, and g 
improve them, i reed do little more than nVm 

Firfl, The time of youth is the accepted tin 
member thy Creator in tie days if thy youth, (a 
men, Ecch xii. i. 

Secondly* The time of health and ftreegth Ii 
cepted tin.e. In the old law, that which was 
up in facrifice, which was torn, biitd, or laj 
not accepted : thi* ihews, that thofe who fp 
bed of their days and firtngth in the work of tJ 
and then think to give themfclves up to Go< 
ficknefs, lamenefs, and feeble old age comet, i 
vct look to be accepted ; God will not be put c 
the devil's leavings. 

Thirdly, The time of the gofpel is the accept 
Praying opportunities, feimon opportunities, 
opportunities, facramen/al opportunities, thefe 
fons of falvation, for we know not how focn G 
remove our candleftick out of its place, and ta 
us the means of grace ; and then the opportu 
fcrace will be at an end. 

Fourthly aid Laftly, The time of God's 
wot king and ft riving in the heart of wicked 
the accepted time; and they that obey the 
God's Spirit when he ftrivet,(hall be furt to be at 
let it be at what time foever, whither it be t; 
or nid age. God's Spirit is compared to Noah 
which Noah Tent out of the ark, and it returned 
again and again ; but when he feat the dove < 
third time, it never returned to him more. 
Spirit of God hath its goings and comings ; it 
at one time into the heart of a (Inner, and 
calls upon him to repent, acd become a new cr 
But the (inner perhaps fliOes thefe good c 
%uc&chei the Spiiit, and continues ftU in fei 
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ceurfe of life. 1 hen, it may be. the Spirit departs, 
and thtn ceases ?g*in and ag:t<n, anc at Ult, the Spi- 
lit b<r^o^ often niiiled and gnevtd, fce is provoked 
fiually co depart, and ntv*r to trouble h : m mere; and 
Vhcn giace is departed, and he is iuiiuedinuiy deliver- 
ed up to a hard heart and a reprobate wind, that Hull 
j;tvtr rtptiit. And when once he is brought to that 
pafs, then all the ferruons, and ail the prayers in the 
v/crldi will never do him aay gooo. Oh ! therefore, 
have a care of quenching and grieving the holy Spirit 
of God, when it iecietiy ftirs and wcils in your heat cs: 
but be careful to obey ii« motions, Uir the Spirit being 
grieved, withdraw i;felf finally, and never return more, 
and then your accepted t.tns and dry of fulvation will 
have an end. Now with us thtre is fuch an accepted 
time and day ef falvttion ; and that tor thefe two rea- 
Tons. 1 £hall but jolt name them. 

^*7# That thereby the faints mi«iit have occafion 
for ever to ongniiy the free grace of God, that he hath 
sot le.'t th:tn to periih in fbeii mi (er able (late, but hath, 
offered l htm 'trow ol meic*, and hath put an oppor- 
tunity of Salvation into their hands, and hath g vea 
them grace to improve it. 

Seiot;*'ly> That thereby thy wlckednef;; may be left 
without exenfe ; f or there it never a damned foul in hell 
that can plead this, that they never had a day of grac;, 
O ! it would be a great klTening of their torments if 
' theycculd p'ead fo. Alasi there nsver was a man 
\ or woman, fines the creates of tue wvmJJ, Ht ha:.h 
bad a fcaicn of grace; there was nccr any that yet 
lived, be their lives fhort or Jong, but who, before 
they die,, have mercy offered them, and an accepted 
time tc feels it in-. Therefore the wicked fhall be Jeft 
without ezcufe : Nay, it will add rr.uch to their tor- 
ments to confider, that th«y once had a feafon of grace 
and ialvation, and yet wilfully toil it. O let every one 
therefore, boihfnaJl and great, behold 9,^4 cm&tac* 



ele£ : and if fo, then all my cadeavturs will b 
purpofe. 

Anf Whether a man be ele&ed cr not, thai 
in his power to know, and there'ore he ought 
meddle with it : but you muft under ftand th*t 
decrees are right, for thofe whom he h*s elt <? 
hath abfolutely decreed that they*fhou!d be y 
fan&ific.J, and fated; but ihg& whom God h 
probated, he h.ith not abfolutely decreed th 
fhsll be damned, birt he barh left them to th- 
choice, at Adam and Eve were, and tberefoi 
damnation b wilful of themselves ; but wheti 
ate elected or not, if I may fo fpeafc, if you rep 
be converted, you mall be favfd : if sot, yo« 
damned : as many as do perifh, do not perifli 
they were not clc&ed, but becaufe they would 
the means in order to their fa I vat ion. 

O but (you will fry) it may be, Cod will t 
me g'a'e to repent, and without his gracr I 
nothing. 

Anf Kacw, for your encouragement, th 
y>n, and evtry oce e)fe, enjoys a day of falvatir 
this day of falvation is time of afliflarce, as 
time of acceptor r c. Mark the proaaifes cf 
MatiK ii. 7. JJk and ye Jhall kave % ftrk and 
find, knock ar.d it Jh*tl be evened unto you : F. 
cne t£-**t kflceth, receireth, and be th^t feeJe 
eth, and to him tint knocketh it (hall be open 
fvUrk, Ch'tl- fpeaketh thTe noting concc 
Ucliua -, but every on?, whoever he be, that 
. ftekeih a:,d knocketh for ft ace, pardon ?nd 
ard 1 hiit in feafon, whi (i it may be rad, I 
idir.iy hf heard and arc*[;r*d : But th-u ro-j 
la.** to f.-ek *n feafon : for «erl.i -g out * i ic. J 
y r t-.js.c. iuccsf* Oh ! i; Z'.nx hid b-.it i™ 
^-niauic in tanitil, Vrii-u GoC c*Hcdl*".ao. 41 
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*pt him : but he fought for repentance when the 
foe of repentance was gone, and that ruined htsn 
ever. 

Lfiftfy, To conclude a!! w'th a word or two of ex- 
rtaticn. Be exhorted, as you dtfue the falvation of 
ur fouls, to coniider and improve this precious fea- 
1 of grace and falvation, in working cui jour fa 1 va- 
in before it Is too late : O! it is mrft dreadful to 
nfider, that as God bath allotted us but on< fnia'l 
rt ; on of time to do all t!>at ever mml be done for e- 
nitr, and it fhould be yet fquandcred away in vani- 
and foolery. Bat, friends, whatfoever you fee o- 
ers do, c*o ycu in earned lay fcoid on this your day 
faWaiion before it is gone. * Seek >c the Lord now 
nl ft. he may be found, and call upon him whilft Ivs 
near.' And whilft others fpend their time in feafting 
d rioting, and in the pleafures of the fl-fh, do you 
md ycur tfnie in fa/ling, praying, repenting, and fu- 
▼ out the pardon of yotfr.fuis, aud making your 
ace with God. And if you jie thus, then at laft, 
len time fnatl ceafc and be no longer, you (ball hear 
at bleflVd welcome pronounced from the mouth of 
irift, 'Well doL> thcu good and faiihiul (civam, 
ter thou into the joy ©4 thy Lord.' Which the Lord 
bis infinite mercy grant unto us all. 
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THE 

END of TIME: 

A N- D 

BEGINNING of ETERNITY. 

Rev. x. t. 5. and part of ver. 6. 

And the Angel n»b k ch I jsnv ft and upon the Sea, andi 
on the i.arth* lifted up hs Hand towards Heaven, 

And faare by htm that liveth for ever ant*-cver % I 
That there Jhould be Time n* longer. 

BE loved friends and neighbours, I defire you all 
take this final I trcante into your hands* and d: 
genJy read it over and over again ; and when y 
have done, enter upon a ferioas cotjfideration of tb 
matters which are contained -Wfbis book, and lay th 
clofe to your hearts ; and I hope it will be a mesa 
ftir you upiu time, to lay hold on this golden fcal 
df grace, before it be at an end. 

In my l«ft treat'tfe, concerning the accepted time i 
day of filiation, I was forced to leave out many thii 
that are ot very great weight and concernment, 1 
ciiiJe they could not all be contained in fo Ana 11 a ( 
courfe : And it is great pity that foch N weighty matt 
iho'jJcl be loft ; and therefore, upoa farther ronfide 
tion of it, 1 have here entered upon another fiibj« 
which is concerning the end of time, and the hc^mn 
cf eternity, wherein I do promife, through GoJ's 
(^ance, to lay down thefe weighty concerns wh ; c 

r forced to leave out in tut o&tx ittttvfc *( the 
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ttfteitme+nd day tfjalvat/on : And I hope, through 
God's grace,-it will be the winning of many fouls, and 
bring them to God, who now fquander and trifle away 
their time in mere vanity ; and that I (hall do from 
thefe words of the angel, (wearing with a loud voice, 
1 by him that liveth for ever and ever, that there ihould 
he time no longer.' 

Now from this place of fcripture, I might lay dowm 
thefe particulars : 

I. The defcription of the perfon that thus fwears : 
Jt • was a great and mighty angel, came down from 
heaven/ ver. i. 

Ii. What was it he held in hi* band : It was a little 
book open. 

III. Hisgeftnre: He flood. 

IV. His manner of (landing: It was with one foot 
upon the earch, and the other upon the fea. 

V. The loudnefs of his voice : It was as loud as 
when a lion roareth. 

VI. As he (pake : He lift up his hands towards hea- 
ven. 

' VII. He fpake with an oath : He fware. 

VIII. The perfon by whom he fweais: That if, ■ by 
him that Hveth for ever and ever. 9 

IX. And Laftfy, The manner of his oath, or the 
words whish he uttered ; that rs, * tha/ there (hall be 
Vime no longer. 9 

i $ But I will pafs them all by, and infift only upon the 
4*ft, which are the words that this great and mighty 
•ogel ottered, and confirmed by an oath, and fware 
by no left than the great a*nd glorious God, * by him 
that liveth for ever and ever/ and fpake them wfch an 
exceeding loud voice Tne words are thefe, * That 
there (hall be time no longer.' 

The do&rine that I (hall raife from thence is this, 
that at the end of this world at ih; great and dread- 
ful day of judgment, time and opportunity ihall ccafe* 
and be no longer. 

p 'fe.TOcnw 
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From hence* 1 {hall lay down thefc thrpt or 
things considerable : 

i . What time (hall be no longer. ' 

2. When time.ihali.be no longer. , 

3. The reafon why time ihall be no longer. 
.And the n, La/lly, The application. 

fci the fir ft place, I ihall (hew you what time dial 
no longer ; and in doing of this- I ihall apfwer an 
je&ion which lies in my way, that is, How can that 
Some may fay, that at the la ft day, time Qiall c< 
.and.be no longer: Whereas it U faid, that then noil 
(hall remain but time, and that time t (ball. wait t 
eternity. When all things in the world (hall bav 
end, yet time ihall remain ftill. Time runs parallel i 
the life of God ; it never had beginning, and n 
ihall have an end ; time and eternity are Jinked t 
then fo that we cannot fpeak of the one, but we 1 
, fpeak of the other;, time t wa^ before all millions of) 
that can be thought, and it (hall remain t&rougl 
.all ages to come, even to all eternity. 

Now to anfwer this : When the angel fwears 
time (hall be no longer, he doth not mean time a 
dered in itfelf ; for that ihall remain as long as < 
nity endures, and (hall never have an end ; anc 
time to have an end is a thing impoflible, But to 
the words in their true fenfe and meaning, it is ai 
portunity of time, which at the laft day ihall ceaf< 
be mo longer. 

I fkatl name fome of thofe opportunities of t 
which at the end of the world (hall ceafe and t 
longer. 

I. Tht time ef nature (hall be no longer ; it wa 
promife of God to man after the flctd, Gen. viii, 
' That as long as the earth remainetb, feed -time 
harveit, cold and heat, fummer and winter, day 
night, ihall not ceafe.' But at the end of the wi 
when the earth and all things temporal, (hall be 
folved, then all thefe (hall ceafe, and bz zo longer. 
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•very thing,* faith Solomon, • there is a fcafon, and' a 
time tocvcry pur pole under the fun,' Eccl. iii. 1, 2, 5.' 
&c. • ? time to be born, a time to die, a time to plant, 
and a time to pluck that which is planted/ &c. 

But at the end of the world all thefe feafons and op- 
portunities fhall end, and be no longer ; then there 
ftall be no opportunities of planting and gathering'; 
no more lowing, no more reaping ; all opportunities 
of naiure fhall then ceafe, and be no longer. 

II. The time of our abode here upon earth (hall be' 
no longer ; at the end of the world, heaven and hell 
ihall contain the whole wjrld of men and women; ci- 
ther in heaven or hell we mull abide for ever, but 
here we fliall be co more. 

David prayt that God would * fpare him, that he may 
recover his ftrength, before he goes hence, and be no 
more,' Pfal. xkv . 13. That is, be no more in a mortal 
ftttt in this world. And Job r vii. 9.10. 'As the clouds 
confume and van'fh away, fo he t«at goeth down to the 
grave fhall come up no more, he fhall return 1:0 more 
to his houf?.' That is, his habitation in this world, and 
his place here upon earth fhall be known no more. So 
alfo, J«bxiv. 14. « if a man die; he (hall live again. 7 
That is, he fhall live again in another world, cithrr in 
cverlafting joys, or in cverlafting tor meets ; but he 
fhill never Jive again in this world. 

III. The time of fbe'iributsrions, forrows, and af- 
flictions cf Cod's children fnal! be co longer; now they 
are perfceuted by wicked men; now they are flghted, 
mocked at, fcorned, and abnfed; now they have many 
"a temptation to ftrive againft, now the devil torment* 
them with doubts and fears, that their fins fhall never 
be pardoned, that Grd will not be favourable unto 
th«ra ; Alas ! they are fain toer.dure many forrows and 
calamities both outwardly in their bodies and inward- 
ly in their fouls; but at the end of llms there (hall al- 
to be an end of all their forrows: 4 Then <^d<takW\^*. 
away al! tears from their ty W> m& \\*\*»fes& >&* v-^ 
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there be any more pain : for the former things are 
sway,' Rev. xxi 4. Then they fhali never mor 
perfecuted by wicked men ; fhnll never more be fo 
to any ficknefs or diftempers* or any kind of mifei 
then there (hall be no more complaining, by reafi 
their outward miieries, nor yet by reafon of thei 
ward trouble ; faying, Can thefe fins be pardoned 
therct%ny meicy for (uch a wretch as 1 am r* Will 
ever fhew me any favour ? No, thtre mall be 
of thole complaints heard in heaven : For when 
ft ill be no longer, then all the forrows, mtferics 
afildhons of the children of God will alfo ceafe 
be no longer. 

IV The time of the profperity and finful plei 
of wicked men (hall be no longer : now wicked 
live many a merry hour, they iuq to many a a 
meeting; now they can laujrh and fing, and riot, 
pl«y away their picci* us lime; now they feaft, 
dntk. and game, a* if tbey were to live for ever 5 
when time fhail cod, and be no longer, then there 
J>C an. end "f" their mirth and jollity. Look in 
xviii. 2nd read the chapter throughout, and there 
will fee a dreadful fen tc nee pronounced again A 
whore of Babylon : ' She exceeded in riches, (he 
arrayed in purple and fcarlet, arid decked with g 
and piccious (tones, and pearls, and (he was fu 
her abominations, snd rH'.hiuef* of her rttrnicatii 
Chap xvit. 8. She lived in all kind of pieafure, 
tfcere is a dreadful woe pronounced againit her, C 
xviii. 7. 4 Look how much (he hath glorified bei 
and liveu dehooufiy; fo much torment and forrcw 
hct ; for (he f*id iu her heart, 1 lit aa queen, and k 
no furrow. Therefore fti-.li her plagues come in 
tfay, death and mourn«ng, aad (he {hah be ut 
burnt with fire ; for ftrong is tke Lord God who ji 
cih her.' And at'.er that, Chap, xv. Z i* 22. 
' miQh\j angel took up a feooc like uut/i a « 



[ c *n*ilftone, and c*ft ic into the fta, frying, Thus 
[ • with violence (hall that great ci:y Babylon be throvn 
* • down, and fhall be found no more at all. And 
■ • the voice of harpers and mcficiacs, and cf pipers* 
L • and of trumpeters, fhall be heard no more at all 
g. «" ia thee ; and no craftfmen, of whatfoc^er craft he 
f « t>e, fhall be found any more in-thev; and the 
£ c found of a mil I ft one (hall be found no more at all in 

• thee. And the light of a candle fhall fhine no more 

• at all in thee, and the voice of the bridegroom, and 
« the voice'of the bride fhaH be heard no more at all in 

• thee.' This is the very cafe of all wicked men; they 
have their pleafnres and delights upon earth. • Go to 

• now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries ; 

« that Chill come upon you,' faith St James, chap. v. 

I, 5. 1 * Y* that tiave lived in pleafure, and have beeu 

*• ' wanton, you have nourifhed your hearts, at in a day 

• of fhughter.' Bot when time fhall be no longer, 
then there (hall bean end of all their mirth and jolli- 
ty ; then there fhall be no more fiogtng and rejoicing, 
no more feafting and drinking, no more playing and 
gaming, no more mufic or dancing; all thefe plea- 
fnre* and flefhly delights fhall thea have an end, and 
be' no longer. 

V. The time of the gcrfpel Anil be no longer; new 
we enjoy many a praying opportunity, many a fermon 
opportunity, many a fab bath opportunity, many a fa- 
cramental opportunity, bm at the end of time ail thefe 
opportunities fhall be enjoyed nc more ; then* there 
[ (hall be no more preaching nor praying, no more fib- ' 
l baths nor facrameats ; no more goipel opportunities , 
' ,and enjoyments ; no more promtfes of pardon and 
mercy to tinners ; no more offers of Chrift and faivati- 
on: all thefe gofpel opportunities fhall then ccafe, and 
life' no longer. 

Sixthly and Lafify, The time of Gud V patience and 
forbearance fhall be no longer; God hath refolved 
that hit Spirit fhaH not always ftwit w&x wax. K*A 



faid God to bis people Ifrael, Rom, *. 12. ' All the da) 
long have Iftrctcbed out ray hand onto a difobediem 
and gain- faying people* Now God ftands day after day, 
fabbath after fabbath, year alter year, proffering mtr 
cy to rebellious finner* ; now Gcd waits long upon fin 
Tiers, even all the day tang, that is, all the time 
their vifitation, all the time their day aod feafon 
' g r ace teficth ; whilft fmners are wearying of his pati 
ence, and grieving of hi; Spirit: new God calls, am 
calls aloudj. boih by mercy and judgment, both b' 
his word and by his Spirit, by loving cipoftulation 
and earned entreaties to fmners, to torn and be faved 
faying, * Turn ye, turn ye ; why will ye di« / Wh 
will ye not be made clean ! O when fhail it once be ! 
Now be entreats you to come and be reconciled to him 
now he offers you grace and mercy, and entreats yo 
to accept it. 

Bat at lad, when the day of grace (hall be fpent 
end time at an end : then Chrifts grace and mere] 
will be offered to fxnners no more; then God's pati 
ence and forbearance will be at an end ; then his Spi 
rit will no more drive with men; then they (hall hav 
no more call from God to turn and be faved, no mor» 
tenders of Chrift and falvation, no more proffers o 
grace and mercy: for then (hall be an ead of God 1 
patience and forbearance, of his calls and invitations 
at the end of the world, all thefe opportunities of tim 
fhall ceafe and be no longer. 

AnB thus for the firfl particular, When time fhall I 
910 longer ; it is not confidered in itfelf, but the oppor 
tonities of time then (lull ceafe and be no longer. 

II. My fecond particular is to fhew you when tim 
fhall be no longer, that is, at the end of the world 
at the great and dreadful day of judgment, when th 
wholeVrame of nature fhall be diffolved, when the ftf 
(hail be turned into dai knefs, aod the moon into blooc 
and the liars (hall fall from heaven, and when th 
powers of heaven (ball be fhabft> aud vheaCnrift (ha 
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come in the cloud* with powtr and great glory, 10 
judge both the q ! j*ck ano the dead ; it is then the an- 
gel iw'ears, ■ hy him that liveth for ever and ever, that 
there fhall be time no longer.' But as for any particu- 
lar man, when once his ka(on of grace is er.ded, and 
when he conies to die, and to take his flight from time 
to eternity, then with him time (hail be no longer. 

III. 1 he third thing confidciable is, the reafon why 
timc-fhali be no longer. Now there might be many 
reafons added, but I will reduce them all into thefe 
three heads. 

1. Time Hull at hit ceafe and be no longer, that 
there may be a total end of that which is the worft of 

.evils, which is fin. It is fin that grieves God's Spirit. 
J wearies his pati?cce, and crucifies afrefh continually 

** the Son~bf God, rnd puts him often to open flume. 
Therefore God wiJJ at laft put an end to time, that he 

I ir.ay at laft cafe htn.felf of thefe great evils : God com- 
plains of wicked men. that he is prefied with their 
wicked ways, even as a cart is prerfed with (heaves. 
But, M, laid- the Lord, • I will safe me of wry adv-jrfa* 
nts* Ifa. i. 24. God will at iaft put an end to time, 
(hat he may eafc hirofelt of his burthen; nay, the 
very faints themfelves, they, with Lot, are often vex- 
ed and grieved with the filthy communication of the 
wicked : therefore they earneftly pray that God would 
ha£en the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that there 
sflight be an end of thefe finful days. 

2. Time (hall at lad c*aie and be no longer, for the 
fake of God's ele&, and for the fulfilling of thofe pro- 
mires which God bach made to them. Mark what oar 
bleficd Saviour faith to this purpofc, M&tth. xxiv. 33. 
Except t/fofi days foal I be /htrtened.m tfy/h Jhallbe faved; 
but for the ele&sfake thofe dap Jh all bejhvrtcned. Now 
there may be many that raifinterpret Chrift's words in 
this place: For, fay theji the world was at fir ft to 
laft fu thoufand years, two tboafand before the law\ 
two thoufand under the law, n&\wotiw9SNB& "«&&«- 



the gcfpel ; and from thefe* words of cut Savfatfti 
Grind, 72a/ for the eie&sfake thofe days frail bejhort- [ 
ened, they fry- that much or their two tnoufand years 
under Chnli ihall be cut off, and fo the time fhorten- 
ed j but who can tell this, that fo long a time the 
world was to endure, and much cf that time fbould 
be fhortened \ The fcrpture reveals bo fuch thing ; 
the world may lift fi« -tnoufand years, the laft day may 
come at the end of fix thoufand years, or it may. come 
fconer ; that none cm tell- it may be nearer than we^ 
are aware of: ■ Far of that day and of that hour, know- 
eth no man ; no not the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father only,' ver, 35. Bat you are to under- 
stand the meaning of our Saviour's words here, thui : 
Except thofe days JhaU be fhirtsned, that is, except there 
come an end of thofe days., no flefh Jballbe f*ved\ but 
for the eLfrs fake, there Hull come an end ; tor if thofe 
days are not (hortened, there would never be an end, 
but the world would continuo for ever : And if there 
fhould never be an end. then there would never be a 
day of judgment; and if there never be a day of judg- 
ment, tnen there would never be a refurrcction \ and if 
there never be a refupreftJon, then the bodies' of the e* 
L«ct fhould for ever ly rotten na their graves, aad then? 
indeed no flefh can be faved : Indeed, at their death 
their fpirits are faved ; bnt cicept there come an end 
of time, no flefh fhall be faved Therefore* for thee* 
iecVs fake there flnli be an end of time, wherein theit 
bodies (hall be raifed out of their graves, and they (hall 
then receive the fulnefs of their reward, wfrch Cod 
hath promifed, and laid up for them in heaven. 

Thirdly and Lafify, Time fhall at laft ceafe and be 
no loager, that iticre might be an accomplifhment ol 
God's threatening to wicked men : For God hath fore- 
told, That hewil: bring every work into judgment, nuttl 
every Jeer et thing* w>ither it be go*d> or whither it bi 
evil, Eccl. xii. 14. But if there never comes an end 
of time, then wicked men {hail never be brought to s 




Beginning 0/ Eternity, 69 

mrag forall their evil -deeds, and confeqoently Ihey 
never come to their foil punifbment. Therefore 
neccflary, that there (bould / at laft be an end of 

opportunities and feafons of grace, that there 
t come a time wherein all mankind might receive 

full reward, or their full pttni foment, according 
ey have fpent their time here in this world-, * God 
not always fuffer the wicked to profper ; he will 
ilways let them alone to blafphenac his name, to 
cute his faints, to prophane his ordinances, to 
e his Spirit, to abufe his goodnefs ; though Godt 
s with them for a while ; yet he w'll not always 
with them, nor yet will he always (offer his dear* 
hildrcn to be persecuted and a filled, to live in 
w and nsifcry : and therefore God will certainly 
m end to time, that he may put an end to the fm* 
)Ietfures of the wicked, and the for rows of his 
!ren ; and ptmiili the one in ererlafting torments 
11, and reward the other with ever lading joys ia 
:n. That they alfo that will not accept or mercy 
ne, whilft it is offered, when God called upon 
., and in treated them to accept it, that they might 
It, when time (hall be' no longer, and when the 
n of mercy (hall be patY hz forced too late to cry 
yercy, when God will not regard them, 
►w for thefeand the like reafous, time at laft (hall 
and be no longer ; therefore, * the angel fwears 
m tfcat liveth fgr ever 9tid ever, that thaj^fnall 
ne so longer. 7 ^^ 

Tks APPLICATION. 

sll row go on by way of application, and there 
j Icvt'al ufes that 1 fa »!1 raiie from thetc: : As, 
M y fii tt ufe O13II be a ufe of inftrttton. Is it fo, 
ic the end of the world, i ; mc mall be no longer? 
'Vom hence we roif learn, lit at wh«ttUw\*.\>**x 
J, citvLity Li*)l cciUialy-tc^ik, Vw\\i cvva\\\vV& 



wicked. WbenoBcc thefe opportunities of tiniean 
end, then will foUow an infinite duration of time, 
ihall never hav* an end. Oh ! how will thiscjni 
the joys of the faints, when they are entered intc 
joyful place above, to think what a vaft ocean cH 
i* before them* what tufiaite millions of mtlJic 
years they have to poffifs their joys in, and aft 
thou fund mill oos of years, yet Hill their joys a 
beginning, and are as frefh to them as they were 
entrance into them : and, Oh 2 what a hell of 
will this be to the damned, when they come int 
p'ace of torments, to thiiik <vb?t a vaft ocean o 
is before them, toendore thofc torments in, wl 
finite millions of millions of years they have to ly 
ing in fhofe hellifh fhmes ; and yet after ten hu 
thnufand thou fan d millions of years they (hall 
nearer at an end ; no, not one minute, nor one m 
nearer to an end, than they were the fiirft day th< 
tered into them ; nay, they foal I be fo far from ei 
that they will be ever but beginning! And, Oh! i 
hell <;f heiis will this be to the damned, to thini 
this! Oh I eternity! eternity! vaft eternity! what 
car. conceive, wbattongue can ex pre fs the duratio 
if we count as many millions of years as there ar 
inthefky; and then ai many millioT of years a* 
are pi!«s of f;rafs. and grains of corn that are 
icg, ^^ has giown fince the crtation of the v 
and d^Bfadd to them as many millions of years a 
hive cKn Jiving creatures of all forts, from the 
x.ing of the world, and fhali be to the end ; an 
wile *dd to them the number of the duft of the 
and the tends ot the fea-fWe : now, to one's 
ing, all thefe millions of milliors of years will n« 
run out ! yet for all that, we are not come to a 
jvo. nor to the beginning rf eterni'y: eternity 
i: .fHte du»aiive> ii»ai fa*Il never, Lever, ncvei 
%u end. » 
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IL MyVecond uie fhall be a ofe of reproof : !s it 
fo 9 tljat at the end of time this golden opportunity of 
grace will be at an end* *»d time {hall ceafe and be no 
longer ; and after this fmall fcantling of time, there 
foBows an eternity, either of joy or torments ? Then 
what (hall we think of thefe that Squander away tfcofe 
golden opportunities, in doing that which is worfe 
than nothing i All the time that God is offering them 
Chrift, grace and mercy, and calling upon them to re- 
pent* and accept of mercy offered, all that time they 
wade in following their lofts, grieving his Spirit, de- 
fpifing his mercy, and abufing his good Be fs. 

A great many among the poor foi t fpend a great 
, part of their precious time in drudging in th- world, 
in taking pains, and in labouring to gel a little of this 
world's good ; and it may be, as loon as they have 
got a little together, they die and leave it behind them? 
They can rife earJy, and work, aod cat, and drink, 
and deep : and that is all that they can mind : they 
do not confider that they have an immortal foul to 
lof>k after: that they have an eternity to provide for: 
they can fpare no time for thefe things, that are of 
•the grcateft concernment. Again, others there are, 
that have more time than the poor fort ; yet, Oh 1 
; .how dreadful it is to confider, how their time isfquan- 
v 1 dered and wailed away : Some fpend much ot their 
precious time and day of falvation, in dreffiag and 
decking themftlves up i,n gaudy attire, and pridg and 
wantonnefs ; and this, all the time that God is calling, 
wooing and befeeching people, both by his word and 
Spirit to repent and turn, anl accept of Chrift and 
mercy. He offers thera better, fweeter, and more 
durable pleafures, than thefe earthly delights, if they 
ifill but hearken to his calls, and return. Nay, that 
which is faddeft of all to confider, ©i that the Lard's 
day is propbaned, which is the mod precious feafon in 
all the week, a day to be kept holy to ttvt L&k^» \si 
which we are not to think out oN«a \\kw^**> x^w 



fpealc our own words r but we Ihottld fpenoTtn 
day in the worlhip of Cod, m reading and p 
and godly conference, in doing and preparin 
(elves for eteroity. 

On that day especially, above a]] other feafox 
calls and earneftly entreats (inncrs, (both by h 
and Spirit) to come in and clofe with the o: 
mercy % and proffers to help them, if they will bt 
and yet, though that day above all others is tl 
golden opportunity of grace, yet a great m 
Squander and wafte it away after a fad rate ; th 
haps go to church, and lend their ears awhile 
word, and then, as foon as they come out of thee 
they are difcourfing about their worldly affairs 
in many great families, they wade their precio 
in a moft fad manner ; it would grieve any god 
devout Chriitian, to behold how the Lord's < 
well as other feafons) are wafted by many of 
They indeed join together in gqjlg to ctrurch 
the word preached, and fo far, tney do well et 
hut then afterwards, when they come home, i 
fcarce any thing ever heard from them concern 
iermon they heard, or concerning the matters i 
foals ; but the evening of the Lord's day. as w< 
tber times, is filled op, a great part of it, with th 
and onfavoury difcourfe, in laughing and jeft 
telling of ftories, and what newt they have hea 
day. Oh! friends! what a happy thing it wo 
if yon would but, on the Lord's day, and ac 
then at other times, when you are together, e 
to fuch ferious difcourfe,. as this, and drive h 
winning talk to help oae another in the way < 
Ten ; then you will fptnd your time well indee< 
in reproving others, I had need alfo to repro 
felf : for I am certain, that I have enjoyed-as 
precious opportunities of grace as m"ft of you 
but I have wafted the greateft part of them ia 
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and foolery y the Lord give both you and I, and all 
•f ot t grace to improve our time better. 

Oh / what a dreadful account (hall we make at the 
great tribunal, if we wafte our time thus, when we 
Jhali be called to a grift account how we have Ipent 
every hour of our time ; what anfwer do we think to 
make, when there fhall be fo many itcrni brought in; 
as, 

Item, For fo much time {pent in vain and unprofi* 
table difcourfe. 

Item, For fo much time fpent in feafttng and drink- 
ing. 

Item, For fo much time wafted at cards and dice. 
' Item, For fo much tine fpent in pride and axbitt* 
on. 

Item, For fo much time fpent in idlenefc. 

But, Item, For fo mpch time fpent in felf examina- 
tion, in repenting, fafitng, praying, and godly con* 
ference : Oh ! how (hall we be able to anfwer this be* 
fore the great Judge. 

Now for Pagans and Heathens, who know not G*d t 
aor a future ft ate, for them to wade their time in 
fcfhly lulls is not fo much. Bat we tiat Jive under 
the gofpel, under the calls of Cod, und*r the ftriving* 
jtf bis Spirit, under the offers of grace, in foltawiug 
Air carnal delights, in deafning our eais to his c*U, ra 
ing his Spirit, and abufing his gr.icioui offers of 
£y, for us to do it; Oh .' how fad *nd d'fmal will 
doom be at laft ! we above all others (hall have 

w hotteft place in hell. Oh ! it is a fad confiderati- 

yt^ for wicked men to think of, that when they com? 
'to hell, then they will cry out, Oh ! th.it I had fpent 
my time better! Oh ! that I had in time hearkened to 
f*te call of God, and ob:yed the motions of his Spirit ! 
4>h ! the many days and nights that 1 have fpent ia 
prlotingand drinking! Oh 1 the many hour* vtaxA wv 
Rimed in p'ay.ag aud gaming \ It V AaAWv^as.*^ 
ftat time in examining my hutt *aA. Vvta» \iil^^ 
G 
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in praying, and in repenting, in weeping for my fii 
in -begging for pardon an^.. mercy, for the fake 
<lhr',fr, In driving to help ethers with me in the w, 
to heaven, and in labouring to work out my own ft 
nation I 

If I had but thus fpent my time, where might I no 
have been • 1 fhould never have been here in tl 
dreadful place, but now I fhould have been amon| 
yonder faints, rejoicing and triumphing witk them 
glory: Oh! that the time paft could be but call< 
back again, and the years that 1 have fo vainly (pent 
Oh! now that I could be admitted once more into tl 
aflcmbly of God's faints. Oh • that God would ti 
me onee more with the means of grace (though I liv< 
on nothing but bread and water.) Oh ' how I wou 
contemn the world, and the vanities thereof. 06 
bow ftriclly, how holy, and how purely would I liv 
Oh 1 it would make one's heart even to ach, to coi 
fider what lamentable outcries thefe damned foe 

^v then will make. How often were they told, and to' 
again, what will become of them, if they confun 
their precious time in Hefhly Iufts and pleafures ? ai 
yet all the warning in the world would not prevai 
Nay, if the meflengers of God, Jand all their god 
friends and neighbours did fall on their knees to thex 
for the fake of Cbrift that died for them, that tin 
would take pity upon their poor fouls, and forfake thu 
wicked courfes, and feek for mercy and pardon befo 
it be too late, but all the means in the world won 
r.ot prevail with them. And yet when the time is 
an end the gate of torment is before them, then th 
will wring their hands and gnadi their teeth, and c 
cut, Oh ! that God would try me once more. Sui 
if the devil did not bewitch people, certainly they o 
vcr would do as they do. How often, faith Cbri 
would J have gathered you together, at a ben gatheretb I 

h chickens under ber wings t but j/e would not % Matth. xi 
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ri, I hope yon will con fid cr of thefe things !a time, 
>efore it be too late. 

III. My third ufc fhall be of expoftulation. Belor- 
sd friends, you fee here how the angel fwsars by him 
\hat livethftr ever and ever, that time /hall be no longer. 
What is the reafon then that you will not be perfuad- 
rd to take hold of time, in feeking of mercy and recon- 
ciliation from God, before it be too late ? Oh! how 
lovingly God cxpoftulares with his people, Jer. xiii. 
17. Jerufaletn, wit tkm nevtr be made clean ? G&f 
when nvill it 9nce be ? 

Thus he expnftulates with every ftubborn rebellious 
lianer : Oh ! firmer, when wilt thou be made clean *, 
why wilt thou not repent,, and be reformed ? How 
long fhall I (land offering: thee Ghrift, pardon and 
peace, and thou not acoept'of the offer ? How [long 
fhall I fUnd waiting for thy repentance, and thou 
contraueft in thy impeirrtency, and wearieft my pati- 
ence, and wilt not turn ? How long (hall I (land prof- 
fering thee merey and pardon, and thou defpifeft it ? 
what is the reafon that no means will work upon 
thee ? How often have I fcught to allure thee with 
mercies, and terrify t?>ee with judgments ; and have 
given thee warning after warning, and yet nothing 
will prevail ? Is the lofcof thy immortal foul, the lei's 
of heaven and cverlafting life, fo final 1 a matter with 
thee, that thou regarded it no more ? Is it nothing to 
endure everlafting burning? Is it nothing to ly amongft 
devih in the lake of fire and brimftone ? For my part, 
idefir* not thy everlafting mifery, but had rather then 
wonidell in time accept of mercy, that thou mayeft be 
faved. If I had any delight in tby damnation, thou 
hadft been in hell lorg before this time: 1 had never 
flood waiting upon thee fo long as I have done, fufler- 
ing thee to grieve my Sp : rit, to t:re my patience, te 
tura oiy £r:ice into war»to«nefs, trample under thy feet 
the blood of my dear Son ihu >*:\* fttt<\ Xo^^^^^ . 
ih/Ans. if I bad delighted m xhj dwa&v&affc* \W& 
C 2 W1 



irnncr, do ! deferve this unkind dealing at th; 
that thou ftiil abufeft my mercy and goodnefs 
wile thou return to me with a lull refohition 
thy fins, and become a new creature, and a< 
mercy effered ? When fhall that time come . 
v.htn fhall it ence be ? It is iuch a time as wi 
joice xhz angels to behold it. 

And friend.-, is it not a great deal better 
joy to angels, than a laughing ftp.ck to devili 
friends, if all thefe loving expoftulations will 1 
vail with you, I knew not what will. 

IV. My fourth ufe fhall be a ufe of motive, 
thefe expoftulations will net prevail, I will Ja; 
ferious confideratiocs to move you to a timelj 
tance ; and 1 will try what thty can do, whit 
them you will be flirred up to the improvei 
your golden fcafon of grace, before it be at ar 
I. ConfiJer, Gift, how precious your time 
toorld.is, it is far more precious than gold ; foi 
gold, all the riches, and all the treafure in the 
cannot purcbafe one minute of time when it 
and part ; people do not know how precious th 
is, until they ccme to the end of it ;-and wh< 
time Is at an end, O then they know what th 
of it is : now tinners inquire, what they fhal 
pafs away their time : time is fo plenty witi 
that they know not what to do with it, thou£ 
luve fo many fmful lufts to mortify, fo many 
lions to fuhdnc, fo many fins to repcLt'cf, C 
(jet an intereft in, and their pardon to fue c 
teinp'aticns to flrive againft, fo much work 
for God and their own fouls, and the fouls of 
ar?d yet they know no: now to fpend their time 
$.,nt when once they come to lie on their dea 
and fee nothing before thenxbut an eternity oi i 
^^^l then they would give teu thou fan d wo 
^™"*"*d these, bin for en- v*.ir, or bat (wi- on 
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tier of a year of that time which they fo vafxJy fpect : 
Oh ! If people did but kcow the worth of time, as 
much as they will do then, they would- away with their 
cards and dice, and other paftraes, and they would 
fpend every minute of it to the beft advantage they 
can for their fouls eternal welfare. 

3. Confider how dangerous it is to fquaader and 
wade away your precloufs time iafle(hly lulls and plea- 
fures: It may ha* you think of repenting hereafter, 
when you come to lie upon your death bed ; but who 
knows but that you may die fuddenly, and many do, 
without the lead fpace to repeat? and befides, it is a 
madnefsfor any to/' «nk 10 do that great work in an 
iftftaar of time ; But fuppofing you fhould have a 
breathing fpace at the day of death, yet who knows 
how long the feafon of grace may continue ; Btkold, 
faith the apoftle, nonx>>isthc accepted time, bebtld, now 
if the day ifjalvatloh ! 1 Cor. vi. 4. It is now that God 
ciJls and offers you his fpirit to affift and help you, 
and prom'tfes to accept you, if you will but come at 
his call, before he hath given you over to yourfelves. 
God, who offers you grace, to-day, it may be will mot 
offer it again to morrow: I have read a fad ftory of 
an eitravagant young man, who being often admonifh - 
ed by his godly friends te repent and reform his wicked 
life prefuftiptuoufly gave them this aniwer: «■ That if, 
when he lay a -dying, he did Cdj three wordi -of repen- 
tance, be fhould do well enough :'- ThefeVhrte words 
I fuppofe were to be, * Lord have roe*rcy upon. me.' But 
on a certain time, as he walsxiding over a narrow bridge " 
with his horfe, his horfe Apt-, and fell in' with him, and 
after ftruggling a white, he was heard to fpeak thefe 
three words, 4 devit take all. 5 Thefe 1 were his three 
words of repentance * ic is therefore exceeding danger- 
out to put off oar great werk, uo*il time is at an end. 

3. Confider that the feafon and opportunity of grac*. 
If the greateft meicy ~that we c\u trip^ V\. ^*** fc*^ 
srmrcyaswu aercr touclifaCed ^ vS^WiVwi ««i^^ 
G-3> ^ 



And, friends, if you fquander and trifle awa 
go Wen opportunities, as God hath put int 
hands, yon tramf le under feet one of the cho 
Gnd's mercies ; and do you think tha: Cod wi 
this at your hands? 

4. Confidcr, th.*t your accepted time and fe 
grace is continually wafting, whether you imp 
well or mot : Time is continually palling aw*] 
will not ftay for you wbilft you are following yc 
ful p<eafures, and wearying of God's patience, 
continually haileniog away : when once the fin 
it keeps its courfe, and never ceafes going on 
is gone down : when once a car.J!e is lighied, : 
continually burning until it is done; when once 
is turned, it never ceafes running until it is < 
foon as a man is born, God does immediately 
pportunity of time into his hands, and then it 
and keeps paffing away, and never ceafes runui 
til it is at an end ; one day follows another, o 
bath follows another, and fo time keeps runui 
until at laft it will ceafe and be no longer. 

$. Con fid er how dreadful your ftate will be 
if time (hould be at an end, before, you have 
your peace with God : If whilft you are finnin 
your precious time, God (hould clap a curfe upo 
fruls, and fwear in his wrath that you (hould ne 
tcr into his jrc^ ; and fo (hut againft you the c 
mercy for ever, Oh ! what a dreadful condition 
you be in then! Oh ! then it had been well f'< 
if you had never been born ! Then you may ki 
the gate of mercy too late, as the foolifb virgin 
Saying, Lord open unto us. But the Lord wi. 
you away with this dreadful Jentence, I know, 
depart from me ye workers of iniquity. 1 his is tl 
dreadful place that is to be lound in the gofpel 
•fid tremble at it : it is in Luke xiz. 41* 42. < 
|*V »jf& h >j*ruf*ltm, and holftfAhtf (but 
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tears in his eyes) he wept ever it, faying, if thou 
known* even thou at lea ft in this thy day, the thing f 
h heieng unto thy peace ! But nw» they are hid ft etn 
eyes . 

mt tearful is the example of Francis Spira ; fo 
uful it is, that it is enough to make the ftouteft 
t to ach to bear the ftory of it : I his Francis Spi- 
as a civil lawyep; he was brought up, and lived 
' years and more in the Rom-fh religion; about ' 
t»me the fun of the gofpel was rifcn.rn Europe t 
this new doclrine he liked and loved fo well, that 
orfook his Romifh principles, and embraced the 
el of Chrift,and preached it firft to his neighbours, 
then ia public meetings to the whole country ; 
nuch that he converted many from the Roiniih 
:ip)cs to the doctrine of Chrift, and caufed them 
d brace the gofpel, until at laft he had brought 
elf into great danger, in that he rauft either a- 
l his knowledge and confcicncs do/iy Chrift, or 
•ndure the excremtft torments.that malice could 
r; or elfe he mutt lor fake his honfe and land, his 
and children, yea, his own country, and betake 
elf to a foreign country, there to endure a thou- 
naileries: and he not knowing what comfr to take, 
what to do, the Spirit of God came to him, and en- 
aged him to tiand,faft in the faith of Chrift, telling 
that he fhould not fet his hand writing 10 the le- 
; that Chrift was able to defend him ; and that 
he did go toprifon and to death, yet the eternal 
rd remains for him in heaven ; yet this miserable 
, confulting alfo with fled and blood, went and let 
and to the legate, and fo in part dencd Chrift ; 
Lb en he was fain alfo to promife to feal it in his own 
try ; and as he was. going, the Spirit of God met 
: him the feco&d time, and he thought he heard a 
: faying unte him, • Spira ! Haft thou, unhappy 
in, given thy hand writing to the legate ? Ycxfese, 
)ufeaJira#l?BlhincowftcouuUi» Dotab&fe<b> 
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••eternal life is fo mean a thing, as to prefer this pre* 

* fent life before it ? Remember, man, that the fuffir. 

• ii)g of this prefect life is incomparable to the glory 

• th*t dull be revelled. If thou- fu&reft with Chnfty 
« tbuo fink alio reign with him; Thou canft not an. 

• fwer for what thou haft already done : nevertheleff 

* ihe gate of mercy is not quite (hut : O heap not fin 

* upon (in, left thou repenteft when it will be too late.* 
Now was Spira in a wiidzrntfs of doubt, not knowing* 
wither to go, nor what to do; at laft he went ani 
afkedcounfel of his friends about it; and they, with- 
out any confideration, perfuaded him, that by no* 
means he fhould bring himfelf and them into any dan- 
ger, bat that he (hould go to the legate, and ptrf orn> 
what he had promifed. 

Then in the morning he defperately gets op, and* 
enters the congregation, where, mats being finiflicdp 
he recites the abjuration, word for word at it was* * 
written. This, done, he was immediately fined thirty" 
pieces of gold, and then reftored to his goods, wife' 
and children ; but no footrer was he departed, than her 
heard a direful voice, faying unto him, * Thou wick**- 
4 ed wretch ! thou haft denied me ! thou haft broken^ 

• thy vow ! hence apoftate ! bear with thee thy fea- 

* tence of eternal damnation.* 

Immediately Spira, trembling and quaking, fell in- 
to a fwoon. Help was at hand tor the body, but ne- 
ver could he find any eafe in his mind, but wsrs con- 
tiaually tormented with the fenfe of God's wrath, anfc 
was captivated under the avenging hand of God. ' ] 

Then his friends began to repent, too late, of their ! 
rafh counsel. When he related to thofe that came M J i 
fee him, all the patflages that had happened, it made* < 
them all to weep and tremble, * As foon as the fen* 
« tence of Chrift was patted againft me, I knew that I' 
' was uuerLy undone P He felt a continued tormen:' 
of his mind, and a continual butchery of his confei- * 
cccr, i then he prof tffed, t,hc danaed vhich are in hell • 

c&taxv- 



end Beginning of Eternity. S i 

dure not the like mifecy ; «* I feel, faith he, that 
)d rr.ore and more hardens me: I am one of thofe 
probates that God would not have to be faved!" 
\d to continuing in this ftate for fix weeks and more, 
then at lad ended this mifeiablc life in a dreadful 
ndttion ! 

1 allure you, th?s is the dieadfulleft example that I 
er lead in my whole life : the Lord grant that none 
us all may come to this. 

6. And l*ftly t Confider what a happy condition you 
e yet in ; that you may enjoy your golden feafon of 
ace ; that Cod has sot yet done calling ; that his 
irit has not yet done driving ; that his patience has 
t yet done waiting. 

O how lovingly did the Spirit call upon Francis Spt- 
the fecond time, after he had fct his hand- writing 
the legate, and told him that yet the gate of mercy 
is not quite (hut. O heap not fin upon fin, heft thou 
penteft when it will be too late. H bat ! *u»*/ not tht 
te of mercy quite Jhut ? O what a comfortable word 
is that 1 /is far as he had gone in renouncing his 
oftfiion, and denying of Chrift, yet it was not too 
:e, yet there was mercy in if ore for him ; and it he 
id but then obeyed the Spirit, and not gone any fax- 
er, but repented of what he had already done, O 
i.at a bappy man he had been for ever ! 
O friends! confider what a happy*condition you 
c in, that you are yet en this fide hell ; that yet you 
j.,y ihe feafons and roeans of grace, as long ss you 
vc run on in your finiul courie of life, as long as 
a have beeo a wearying God's patience, as often as 
a ii»^c grieved his Spirit; yet there is hope, yet the 
te .;f r.itrcy i* not q lit*: fhur. O wl»ai h?;ijy crea- 
re* yo-j may yet be, if y;»u win b*jc now ooey the 
Mi... C:d, ani reiurn, ft tber ii. a,crcy ia ftore 
ryrjj! ; dak you -know not iirjw form yor^viccepMd 
oe may be at an end i it may b? Gcvi rraS vi^v. w^- 
yoi» L j. clc /a5h*rii more, *iv& *tc^>i\\y^ ■*» v 
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fpcnd that one fabbath, fo it will fare with job Tor 
ever ; and if you obey, and tarn, though it be the lad 1 
call of God's Spirit, you (hall be accepted, pardoned, 
and faved. Oh ! what a comfortable thing is this, 
that yet there is hope, that yet we may be happy, if 
me will ourfelves. The damned in hell would give 
millions of worlds, if they had them, that it were with 
them as it is now with ns. 

V. And laftly, I (hall conclude with a few words of 
exhortation : 1 (hall exhort you, in the words of the 
apoftle, Redeeming the time becaufe the days are evil. Is 
it fo, that at laft, Timejhmll be no longer * ' Then let me 
exhort you now wifely to redeem your time, your ac- 
cepted time, before it be gone ; O let the time p*ftj*p 
fce % wherein tve have wrought tie will of the Gent Act % 
Pet. iv. 3. 

Beloved friends, you have wafted enough and too- 
much of your time in the pleafures of the fleih, and is 
the works of the devil. €>/ be perfuaded, for th€* 
Lord's fake, and for your foul's fake, to fpend the 
fhort remainder of your time in the fervice of God, iff 
working out your own falvation : whatever ye are a- 
bout, and wherefoevcr ye are, whither alone, or'ijr 
company, yet ftill be redeeming of your time : wheir 
you are alone, then let your time be redeemed by felf- 
examination, by ejaculation and prayers, by medita- 
tions and contemplations, and when you are among 
company, though it be about the works of your caK 
ling, O then, be careful to improve your time well£ 
inftrucl them you fee are ignorant, reprove them that 
arefinful: fpead your time, when you be together, 
in difcourling to one another of the end why you were- 
born, of your miferable eftite by nature, of the fofer- 
ings of Chri-ft for your fms,ofthe (hortnefc of your time, 
and of your future eftne in brother world. L*t thefc' 
and fucrt lie difcourfes (ill \\p ynur time. O / labour; 
with all your mi^ht to wio the fouls of ore another,. 

rto bcip one aacthcr m tUe w^ to \wvjv\ da'«tv, 
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v)bilft it is called U day : O what a happy work you 
would perform, if by your feafonable diieourfc you 
fiiouid convert a foul to God. 

To conclude: Be exhorted to fpend the fmall re- 
mainder of your time in praying, repenting of your 
fins, and working out your falvation ; and then at laft, 
when time (hall ccafe and be no longer, you (hail be 
received into an eternity of joy and felicity, there to 
live and reign for ever. 

C$njtder nvhat hath been /aid, and the Lord give you 
under/landing. 

The End of the Fourth SERMON. 



\jt Confejfim and Prayer for a penitent Sinner, 6Ti 
) this Subjeft or Dijcourfe. 

OMoft gracious, and glorious, and eternal Lord 
God ; who art the Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the end ; the firft and the laft; thou art God 
from everlafting, and thy years (hall have no end ; 
thou art righteous in all thy works ; thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold the leaft fin with an allowance : fo 
that as foon as the angels h*d finned, thou did ft im- 
mediately caft them down out of heaven, and referv- 
cft them under chains of darknefs, unto the dreadful 
coming of the great day, without affording then) the 
leaft opportunity of peeking peace and reconciliation 
with thee : but thou haft fpared me from one fabbath. 
to another, and (till waiteft for my repentance : yet 
neither mercies nor judgments could work any good ef- 
fects upon me. I made many fair promifes to lead a 
new life, if it fbould pleafe thee to reftore me once more 
to my former health ; and then tho\x v& v\k* f&erc\ &\^ 
try me ai it weec with aaoihcc Wle, \ V>\& ^vx* \m&»- 
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able wretch that I am, 1 returned to my oM conrfe of' 
life, foon fogetttng the promife which I made tn my 
ficknefs. Tea all the day Ung tbdu haft ft retched cut thf 
kznd unto me. Bat, oh, Deferable wretch that 1 am, • 
1 have continued in my rebellion agaicft thee, quench' 
iag and grieving thy holy Spirit, which would hate 
fealed me unto the day of redemption, wearying thy 
patience, and abufing thy mercy and goodnefs, and 
turning thy grace into wantonnefs. O Lord, what a 
wonder is this, that fuch a wretch as I am not in hell ; 
that ft ill thou fpareft me, and expelteft my repentance; 
that there is hope, that the gate of mercy is not quite 
(hut againtt me : Cure, if thou hadft took any delight 
in my damnation, thou couldft never have borne fo 
much at mv hands as thou haft done ; thou wouJdft 
not have fuffered me to abufe thy mercy and goodceft 
as thou haft done : But feeing, O Lord, thou haft fpar* , 
ed me Co long, and ftill continued to me thefeafon and 1 
means of grace, O Lord, I will never more fpend my ] 
time as 1 have done, in following the pleafures of Jthe 
ffcili, and grieving the holy Spirit : and do purpofe 
and refolve, through thy grace adding me, to refign 
myfelf to thy holy and heavenly will, and to fpend the 
remainder of my time in obedience to thy holy law and 
commandments ; and to this end, O Lord, I humbly 
b*feech thee to grant me the affiftance of thy holy Spi- 
rit, for of myfelf I can do nothing ; and let this thy ' 
Spirit mollify my hard and obdurate heart, that 1 may , 
with hearty forrow bewail my loft and naif- fpent time, 
and that 1 may double my diligence for the time t» 
come. O Lord, though 1 have long continued in my 
rebellion againft thee, yet Lord, I befeech thee, caft 
rue not off now at length, a referable (inner, who re* 
turns unto thee with an humble penitent heart ; take 
not away from me thy holy Spirit, though it hath 
Jong and often been grieved by me : S*y nor, that 
now it is too late. Lord, flint not upon me the gate 
ftaocrcy, let not my foul ptufh, Cot wn.ou*CUtv€LdUd\ 
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and if it be thy will that f periih, Lord 1 have caft 
down myfclf at the. feet of Chrift ; and if I perifh, I 
will perifh there ; Lord I befeech thee gWe me grac* , 
that L may cow prize this mercy better than 1 have 
done. Lord, give me grace to fpznd my time in fait* 
fag, praying, repenting, and labouring to work oafr 
my falvation : fo that at lad, when time (hall ceafe and 
be no longer^ I may enter into an eternity of joy and 
felicity. Thefe^and other mercies, which thou know- 
eft to be needful for me, I humbly beg at thy hand, in 
that form of prayer which Chrift himfclf hath taught 
Kks, faying . 

Our Father which art in heaven ^ Sec. 

If ye know ihefe things, blefTsd and happy are you, 
Jf ye thui redeem sow your accepted time and feafcm 
«f grace ; which God, of his infinite mercy, grant that' 
we m<ty ail do. 



The greet of our Lord Jefus Cbriji, the hve 9/ God the 
Father > and the fweet comfortable fetfo*vf?tf> of Cod 
the Holy GfaJH he with us, and revtan 'with us, btth 
* tvw, and for ever tn?re. Amc*. 
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i m» u vnc mix iHing guimurrauis, uut a v 
refolution it a full reiolutiop. 
•Stnndiy, It »» a prefent refo'uiion ; he is n 
ting it rfF from one time to anoth-r, as if 1 
rare whither it was done or no. Even Co a 
that is fully bent and reft Ned after grace an 
hngs and de fires the attainment of bis holy 
vhole frame of his heart is fet that w.17; &:\< 
he prefintly fets about the work without u 
deed, a hypocrite has many puipofes and 1 
to repent» and become a tew creature ; bu 
and pO?s eff from one time to another, beir 
the prefent to part with fweet 11ns, with 1 
Jufts ; which (hews that his refolution is not 
fettled refolution, his purpofes are unfcun* 
pocritical, 

, There was one, Luke ix. 61. who roaJe 

refolution to follow Chrft ; but ihis refclwt'u 

•for the prefent ; he begged liberty to go one 

to hisfinfu! companions, and ta!ie hisMeavc 

Lord, faith he, 1 will foil™ thee, but jirj 

' and lid them farewell) ivbUb are at borne at 

This fliews, that his purpofe and rcfolat : o 

finccre ; he made a kinoVof refolution to foil 

but here lies the cafe, there was not a thorcu 

v. ought in him, he had not rooted out \ 

! . .;, tht frame and bent of his heart was mo 

: following his luft, than it was to folic 

before ia fet ting his hand to Chrift, an 

back, with pleafure and delight open hii 

. rfe of life, he was not fit for the kingdom 

ur Saviour tells him, Yer. 62. No man 

■. hand to the plough t and looking back, is 

]dorn of Cod. 

hus a wicked man, when he is entre&re 

I 3ed by a winder of God's word, or by 

r.ly relations, to defert and for fa Ire his < 

• ded tQ lead a new life, he pcrfcans/ u 



r r :d\j ^t'monhir-ns, makes fair promifes, and has fo »*e^ 
purposes and refoluti>ns to eeper t, and become a new 
crea*ure, and yet no 1 withstanding th*(» purpnfes arid 
rcfoluiior.s, he has mawy c*eiays ar.d uff purs, becaufc 
hit h*.ut remains ft Ml wedded to hishi:t. The diur'k- 
ard prr.mifcs, that he will retura and follow Chrift ; 
but he begrs leave to go once more to the ale houfe, 
and uke leave of his drunk-n compaoinns, and take 
one r.:eny cup more with them, asd then he will come 
ard folio*' CkriA ; he hath friends at home at his 
houfe, and. he niuft & ft go and rake hu leave of them, 
arid m^ke one roerry meeting among them, and eijoy 
a little mote of their jovial company, then he will 
follow Chnlt, The covetous mu ft have have fir ft t.> 
purfue a little snore alter this world's goods, av.d then 
he w II follow I'hrili. I he voluptuous mnft hav: 
leave fiift to partake: a little wore nt the fw.et tin ; hs 
mult enjoy a little more ot bis be'ov^J ^l**!ire ; h; 
nHJit dowa wuh olc fwe:t oaorfcl more, and then hz 
will follow Chrift. 

Thii3 fiais fo fweet unto a tricked man, the wrvM 
2nd the nVlh is fo bewirching, r.at no«-withiV*P': ;n ^ * 
finu-r'i fair promifes and pur poles t« repenr, 2nd sun 
to G- d, by theie he is hindeied of putting ar.y thiepj. 
into pra&ce* but p~ocratiinares and puts off from on^ 
\time to another, uutil, perhaps, time is at an end, be- 
fore he hath done any thing in order to his cternii ful- 
variop. 

But a Chriftian, that is fully and firm'y refolved ti 
dedicate himfelf to the Lord and his far* ice, fo thit 
the whole frame of his heart is heat that way, h • is lb 
far from delaying and putting off, from one rime tj 
another, that he is ever reftlefs, aad c*n End no con- 
tentment Iff any thing he enjoys, until h* hss got an 
xarereft in Chrift, until he Has got fome affarance of 
the love of God and the pardon of his fin : it grieves 
him to the very heart, to think that he Ihould he fo 
wild and fouliflij and to trade (b'ttfttYtqlt ^vk \w»s«a 
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time, as he hat done in the fielhly lofts, jp tfbnKil 
God's mercy and goodnets, and grieving his Spirit, fc 
that he has made a good and gracions God wait nppi 
-him lo cruny years, whilft he continued to run on i 
a courfe nl rebellion againft him. And therefore not 
he relolves, through the grace of God affi&ing hia 
from this time forward, to bid ai evtrlafting farewe 
to his beloved fin: he now fully refolves to continue n< 
longer in that finful courfe of life ; he is ready to cri 
out with St Augufl'we, How long (halt I fay, to-mqr 
row, to morrow ? Why (ball not this day be the da; 
of oiy converfion. ? He therefore withoutdelay fcts a 
bout the,work or* converfion; be now begins to labour 
and ftrives to work; out his filiation. 

Thus a Chriftian's refolution is a prefent resolution 

Thirdiy and Lajlly, A Ctiriftian's refolption is a fet 
tied and deliberate refolution. '• , 

He doth' nor, as many do, take up fudden and hi 
conftderate refblutions to follow Chrift, hot he dttt 
gently confitlers. ' 

i. What it may coft him to be a thorough QhfSfti 
an ; the death of his beloved fm, he knows it muft col 
him ; he knows he muft part with erery fin, even wit) 
bis moft flefh pleaftng fin, for Chrift, or elfe he cai 
be no Chriftian: And he conficjers that it muft coft hie 
the lofs of jiis credit and good name, his liberty, na 
the lofs of life itfelf. 

Now, a penitent finner confiders dtfigently of al 
things before he enters upon his Chriftian courfe* lef 
after he has gone far with Chrift, persecution comevani 
he apoftatize and fall away, and fo his latter end b 
worfe than his beginning. ' What man/ faid our Sa 
viour, * intending to build a tower, fitteth not dow 

* firft, and-counteth the coft, whither he Aas fuGlcieE 

* to finifh it, left haply after he ha* laid the foundation 

* and is not able to finifh it, all that behold it begin t 
' mock him, Lukexiv. 28, 29. So whofoever forwet 
« not all that he hath, eannot be my difciple/ verfe 3; 
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Many hare gone far with Chrilt, (b far as their intereft: 
}aj with the intered of Chrift ; but when its ir:h:reft 
of Carift and their own inter eft is crorTrd, ths:i they 
have apoftatized and fell away. But on the tonnary, 
a wife Chriftian, before he enters upon a new life, firft 
fits down and counts the cod ; fce eon fide rs on P? rcr, 
how fadly he fell when Chrift had left him unto nine* 
fclf, notwitbftanding his tirong refolution, frying, If 
Mil pQuld deny thee, yet <w\ll net /. Therefore he dare* 
iiot purpu: and refolve in his own ftrength ; for he 
knows hiwfeif to be very weak, and cannot move one 
tkp towards heaven without divine afliflance ; then he 
is day and night in earned prayer to God,, for ftren gift 
from heaven ; and fo in ftrength of Chrift he is refoJv- 
ed to run all hazards with him : he is refolvcd to ven- 
ture all for him ; to venture the loft of a good name, 
the !o r f of liltrty, and the lofs of life itfelf : as he ex- 
pects to reign with Chrift, fo he refolds to chufe him 
with all his ( f&cri» as a prophet to inftru& him as a Sa- 
viour to fave fcim from fin, as well as from puaifament; 
he ia rcfo'ved to cut eff his right hand (ids, and pluck 
r.ut his right eye Ens ; he is refalved to fpare no fin ; 
tut to drive ag*inft it, to watch tgair.lt it, and fi^Sc 
ngainft it with all his might ; he is refrlved to folf.w 
Chrift thro* all d fficultie* and dangers, thro' fuffrr- 
rogs and perfections, thro' life *nd ceiith, UEtil he 
comes to ieign with Chrift ia gl^ry. 

Thus have I done with the 5 ft thing coafiderabf-, 
wh .r the rift lution of a Chiiftian i» : 1 mud be ve.y 
biiif in what follows. 

II. Tke r*a r rn of the nfceflx y of th ; s r*fjlu ; ;'oa. 
.Now fr»r '4 Chr-iVan to niuke a icv::ei a^d ztici reio- 
liiti^n u vc:y s?o.*{i%:y. 

I . Ii.cA'.fi. tliat ur.:il t man U:s a £r?n and 'liil re?b- 
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man corns uito a full and lettled relolutioa, 
in the ready road to open profanencfs, and to i 
gleet of Cod, and holy duties-. But when 
comes to a refbived po ; nt, when ths whole fra 
^ btnt of his heart is let towards Chrift and h 

\i th#n there will appear earned endeavours af! 
thir.g rtfolved upon. Tirs was the refolution < 
■' v J OD x,x '« !• * * made a covenant with mine eye 
'.! • then (hou'd I think upon a ma:d ?' As if ) . hi 

u ' I have refolved and made a covenant with my 

fc ' much as in me liet.to avoid all temptations of I 

j « then (b'^uld I run myfelf in to temptation?* Pf x 

i • I faid, s will take he«d to my ways, that 1 off* 

f € with my tongue; 1 will keep my tongue with a 
2. This fettled and firm refolution is necei 
repentanc;. A man may do many things in o 
a work of cenverfion, yet if he has not a fettl 
firm refolution to turn to God, he might as i 
norhing. But when once a man comes to f< 
fettled, h\nn, fiacere and hearty refolution to 
. fuiiy and wholly to the L'_- d, and to rejign up 
faculties of his foul to him, then the work is mo 
half done. All the other duties cf ChrlAian 
s feem eafy and pleafant. David refolved asd 

\ and therefore he would perform : I have favor i 

he, and therefore will perform, that I will keep 
tutes. Pfal. cxix. 106. 

Thus much for the doctrinal part: I (hall 
fhert in the application. 
[' Theie is but one ufe that I fliall m*ke of th* 

^ and that fliail be a nfe of exhortation : Is it ; 

whatever the people of lfrae! d\C, Jofnua was r 
'" that he and his boufe would fervent he Lord ? 

Jn the firft place, make a fi-m refolution to 
*oixrfeiv M to ihe Lord and his fcrvtcs; let the 
» th.s world do wh*t they pleafe: if they vdl -in 

ft iormid, fct them Cake their courfe ; if they a 
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with hell and damnation, fo that they will run 
long thither, letlhem take their courfe. 
it, my dear friends, into whofe hands this little 
(hall come, do you fmccrely refoWe to give your- 
s up to the Lord, and his fervice ; it others will 
>r hell, do you refolve to be for heaven ; whatever 
ft, you, refolve to cleave clofe to the Lord, in op. 
ion to the malice of the devil, the enticements of 
flcfli, and the temptations of this wicked world, 
icked men (hould entice and feek to draw you in- 
n with them, do not yield, but rather anfwer them 
ofeph did his miftrefs^ Honv can I do this great nvick- 
fs and fin again}} God? Geo. xxxix. 9. If at any 
: any of your old (inful companions do intice, per- 
le and entreat you to go with them to drinking, 
;Ing, or any other evil exercifes, refojve with your- 
es never to yield to any of their perfuading argu- 
its ; labour to obey the counfel of Solomon, My 
if /inner s entice thee % confent thou not, 
efolve to take Chrift in all his offices ; in all his in- 
veniences, refolve to run all hazards with him ; be 
orted now, without delay, to bid an ever lading 
wcl to all your fins; and from henceforth make a 
1 covenant with \hy foul and body to be his, fay* 
, Lord, I do here lament, and am humbly grieved 
t I have fpent fo much of my time in rebellion a- 
lft thee, and in choofing the ways of fin ; but I do 
;, from this time forward, firmly refolve«to bid an 
t defiance to all (In, and through thy grace ena- 
g me, now do covenant with thee to be thine, and 
tor lake all that is near and dear unto me in this 
Id, for thy fake ; I am refolved never more to yield . 
felf fervant to (in and Satan, but to watch again ft 
temptations, whether of profperity or adverfity; and 
d refolve to take thee for my portion and happinefs, 
mifiog and vowing to ferve thee in holinefs and 
fneoufnefs all the days of my life \ asA \ ta \v*x*. 
y refolve to chufe Jefus drnfta* \kt,vwj v*^« 



A Prayer for a Family. 

OMcft gracious and ever blefied Lord God, who 
art ptrftdl in holinefs, and infinite in all thy per- 
fections, look down fiom heaven, we befeech thee, with 
an eye of pity and comprflion upon thine unworthy 
j'.eiva: ts, finful duft and a fhcs r \ who defire at th ; & time 
vith j l\ reverence ai:d humility to addrefs ourfelfti 
v Jiito thcc, lo offer unto thte our petitions and requcfU 
?n thy Son'i* name ; for, Lord, we confcfs, that we are 
conceived r.nd born in hn, and brought into^hit world 
.a ilcck oj original corruption, which we have derived 
*>'ja> our ih A parents yflusl tranfgreffions ; sind if that 
■sverc not enough lo make us m:fer?t!e for ever, we 
"heve gene on all our lives in a courfe of actual rebejii- 
en agdin.1 thee; we sic naturally prone to all man.- 
3 cr of evil, but we are backward and avetfe to any 
ihing that is good : Lord, we confcfs as we havi 
jrown in years, fo we have encrt afed ia all manner" 
of fin and ungodlinefs. fo that we have abufed thy 
gocdnefs, which fhcu!d have led us to leptuiancc; 
vc have run wilfully into fm a gain ft the light of our 
knowledge, againft the dictates of our own confeien* 
*;cs ; we have grieved thy Spiiit, wearied thy pad- 
tnce, and turned a deaf ear to thy heavenly calff, and 
flighted thy offers of grace and mercy through Jefui 
Chiift. Ah ! vile wretches that we are, we have lit?* 
ed as if thou did ft fend us into the world for nothing 
but to gratify the flcih, and pieafe our fenfual appe- 
tites ; and we have forgot thofe high and holy endi, 
which thoo haft made us for, which is to live to tby 
yraife and glory : how often haft thou flood knock- 
ing at the door of our hard hearts for entrance, but 
wc have barred them up againft thee by impenitencf 
s-d unbelief ? If thou, Lord, fliouldft deal with 01 

accord- 



A Pr&jer for a Family. 99 

ording to our dcferts, what can we expecT at thy 
ids but v.'rath and our ever tailing condemnation ? 
:, Lord, thou hail, out of thy unfpeakabie'iove to* 
rds mankind, fent thy dear Son into the world to 
a propitiation for onr fins, an J by his fufferings and 
ith to take away the fins of the world: we humbly 
ly ihrefor his Take, and for that bitter death and 
►ody pillion's fake, which we believe he hath fuffer- 
for us, that thou would pardon and forgive us 
our fins ; blot them* xti befeeth thee out of the book 
thy remembranC:, nail them to his crofs, and bury 
:min his grav:, that they m.iy never rife up againft 
flume and confound us la this world, or condemn 
for ever in the world to come : and for this end, 
rd, we humbly pray thee that thou wouldft give 
a true and lively faith in his merits : O let not this 
&a aggravation of our condemnation," that we have 
Ifully r*j*5icd him \ but grant, Lord, that we may 
give and embrace him upon fuch terms as he i*- 
ered to us in the gofpcl. O let ChrjiT; be precious 
our eyes, yea, more precious than gold or filver ; 
d grant that we may eftecra all the riches, and ail 
5 pleafurcs of this world, to be but as drofs and 
ng in companfon of Chrift ; for what fhall it profit 
if we flnuld ga'n ail the riches, and all the pleafures 
r^is world, and at laft lofe Chrift arid our immortal 
\h ? And how miferable will our condition be, if we 
->a!d die in a- Chriftjefs (late ? Lord, we pray thee 
ite iia to Chrift by faith, that he may be one with 
: and wean our hearts, we befeech thee, from the 
re of til earth'y things, continually to live and con* 
rfe wiih thee absve, while we acl aid walk here up* 
earth. And, Lord, we humbly beg cf thee, that' 
ou wouldft work in us a godly forrow for all our 
s pad ; let it heartily repent us, that we (hould ever 
Co viJe as to offend fo.good and gracious a God as. 
?u art : grant, Lord, that we may put ttatasfo*y 
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tre you (hall g : ve a drift account of al! things that 
; have thought, done, or fpoken in your life time; 
re you fliatf ftand trembling before your offended 
ge, expecting thatdole'ul fentence to be.pronoun- 
upon you, • Depart from me yecurfed, into ever- 
ding fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.' 
Jo fooner is this dreadful fentence pad, but away 
muft be gone, away ycu thall be hauled by the 
ils, with the red cf your damn'd crew, down inta 
lake that burns with Cre and brimdone, and never 
e eafe or eud. 

tut on the other fide, cor.fider how happy your 
ditions will be, if you in time repent, and forfake 
r fws, ard become new creatures : that then Gcd 
be your Father, Chrid will be your brother, and 
Spirit w II be ycur comforter : you fhaJ] be filled 
1 the joys of the Holy Choft, which a thoufand" 
:s fur pa (Ft th all worldly joys, and you (hall have 
iree and full pardon of your fins, fe that they (hall 
eraembered no more. 

nd beftdes all this, wbenfeever death comes, whe- 
fooner or later, you (hail be fure of heaven ; and 
)ur lad gafp the angels (hall carry your foul, at 
did the foul of Lazarus, into the kingdom of 
en. And as for your body, that (hall be laid in 
;rate as in the bed of Chrid, there to red until 
glorious morning of the refur region ; and then 
bodies (hall be raifed again and fafluoned like 
the glorious body of Chrid ; and foul and body 
I then re- united, you (hall be openly acknowledge 
and hear that comfortable fentence pronounced 
you, Ccme yehleffed of my Father , inherit the king- 
which <was prepared for jou from the beginning of 
wrld. Then you fhall be received with rejoicing 
triumphing into the heaven of heavens, and the 
\ of joy and blifs. There you (hafl be ftri'pt of aU 
robes of mortality, and be cloathed in imraorta- 
•then you frail fit down to reft with AbtataftB** 
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Matth. xiz. 16. 

Ct$d Ma$er % what good thing Jhall Id* U inherit tter* 

nalhift? 

THE reafon why I give thefc directions, is. be- 
caufe £o many thoufands flock to hell, when 
they verily think they are going the way to heaven: 
and others go fecurely on in their fins, running on in 
all kind of wickednefi, not confideriog what will be- 
come of them, until they drop into heu. 

Firjl, I will give you a fhort hint of the dreadful 
ft ate of the wicked, -and cf the joyful Rate of the god* 
Jy ; with fome directions in crder for your falvation. 

Consider, firlt, you that continue in your (in, and 
will not be perfuaded to repent and lead anew life, ho« 
dreadful your ftate will be at la ft ; for as long as yoc 
remain in your unconverted ftate, God and you are e- 
nemies ; you are under hit wrath and curfe ; you an 
Ifcvcs to the devjjj : and befidet all this, you are in dan- 
ger every hour of dropping into helli for ycu know no 
how fuddenly death may fcize upon you ; and then il 
jou are unprepared, you fliall be hauled by the devili 
down to hell, where you ihall be kept in chains ace 
dtrkneft until tfie dreadful judgment of the grca 
dty, when your bodies fliall be raifed to life again 
and be funmosed before the judgment feat of Chrift 

when 



where you (hail g ; ve a (Irict account of all things that 
yoa have thought, done, or fpoken in your life time; 
there you fliati ftand trembling before your offended 
Judge, expecting thatdole'ul fentence to be pronoun- 
ced upon you, • Depart from me yecurfed, into ever- 
• Jading fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.' 

No fooner is this dreadful fentence part, but away 

.you ocuft be gone, away ycu ihail be hauled by the 

devils, with the reft of ycur damn'd crew, down into 

the lake that burns with fire and brimftone, and never 

have cafe or end. 

But on the other fide, cor.fider how happy your 
conditions will be, if you in time repent, and forfake 
your fins, ar.d become new creatures : that then Gc4 
will be your Father, Chrift will be your brother, and 
the Spirit w II be ycur comforter : you (haJJ be filled 
with the joys of the Holy Ghoft, which a thoufanof 
times furpaflcth all worldly joys, and you (hall hart 
the iree and full pardon of your fins, fe that they (hall 
be remembered no more. 

And beftdes all this, wbenfeever death comes, whe- 
ther fooner or later, you (hail be fure of heaven ; and 
at your laft gafp the angels (hall carry your foul, at 
they did the foul, of Lazarus, into the kingdom of 
heaven. And as for your body, that (hall be laid in 
the grate as in the bed of Chrift, there to reft until 
the glorious morning of the refurreftion i and then, 
your bodies (hall be raifed again and fa throned like 
unto the glorious body of Chrift ; and foul and body 
being then re- united, you (hall be openly acknowledge 
ed, and hear that comfortable fentence pronounced 
unto you, Ccme y$ bleffed of ttiy Father ■, inherit the kin§- 
d$tM which nvas prepared for jou from the beginning of 
the wr/d. Then you flu II be received with rejoicing 
and triumphing into the heaven of heavens, and the 
place of joy and blifs. There you (hafl be ftript of all 
your robes of mortality, and be cloathe d in immorta- 
lity ; then you kail fit down to reft with AbtaJfaosG^ 



you thai I pcff.-fs fuch divine tieafure* fuch ra 
yea, variety of joys, and fuch fwcet delight 
mortal eye hath ev:r feco, no mortal ear' ha 
heard, nor can ic cater into the heart to concei- 
joys and delights God hath prepared for you 
yen. Then fh-il you be for ever f.ee from til 
fin and forrow : Yhe*e fhali be n$ more death, 
fornix)* nor crying* neither /hull there be ar.y mot 
for the former things are fjjfed away t and G> 
wipe away all tsars from your eyes, R.ev. x x. 4. 
ihill be lite without death, health wichout.fickn 
pltafure Hthout pain ; as yoa (hall be free fi 
evil, fo you (hall tv.'pj all the good that can b< 
ed : there you (hail rejoice one with another, ai 
one heart and v«ice firall there ftng praif-s an 
lujahs to God, and to the Lamb that (its u 
throne lor ever and ever. 

And now I hope you are ready to a(k, Wh 

we do, that we may efcape everlafting tormen 

get f«*fe to heaven ? And begin to be pricked 

heart, and are ready to fay, What fliall w t 

fuved ? 

Anf If it be fo that you earneftly dtfire t( 
the way to heaven, and are willing to walk 
way; then, as 1 in my little book for yon rig or 
nine directions % what they (hall do to efcape h 
attain heaven ; fo here ! w II give you fotnc dtr 
what you ft) a 11 d* to be faved ; and in fie ad of a 
will only give you thefe two : that i« (repent i 
Ittve the gofpel) follow thofe two direclioni, a 
are in the right way to heaven ; the law ind< 
quires perf eft- obedience : but no mere man fit 
fall is able perfectly to keep the commandm 
God, and by the works of the law can aever 
ed. 

God has by Chrift our R?d»enaer required fa 
repentance, as the condition of the gofpcl, by vi 



The Ptain Way to Heaven. 105 

t ernal'life is to be had . Faith and repentance is a II chat 
God requires, in order to our falvation ; Repent % and 
ieiieve the gofpel, and you (hall certainly be foved. I 
will give you at plain directions as poffibiy 1 can, how 
you (hall attain to thefe two graces. 

Firft, For repentance. You mud know that there 
are two Wndt of repentance ; there is a falfe repent- 
ance, and a true repentance. 

A falfe repentance is that which a man is driven to 
through fear of hell tad damnation ; when a wicked 
man lies upon his death -bed, then he fceras to be for- 
ty for fait fins pad, and makes many fair promifes of 
a new life n if it (hould pleafe God to rettore him to 
his former health, he follows his old courfe again. 
Now this kind of repentance can newer be effectual to 
falvation, 

IK Now you muft mind what true repentance is. 

True repentance is a raving grace, whereby a /in- 
ner, out of a true fenfe of his fin, and apprehenuon of 
the mercy or God in Ghrift, doth with grief and hat- 
red of his fin, turn from it unto God* with full pur- 
pose of, and endeavour after new obedience. 

But now feeing without true repentance there is no 
getting to heaven, and that we cannot repenjt of our- 
(gives, it is of God's free gift ; i will therefore give 
you fome plain directions how repentance may be had, 
and how to go through with it ; for though we can- 
not repent of ourfelves, yet if we do not repeat, the 
fault lies ppon us. 

1. The firft ft«p to true repentance, is the exami- 
nation of ourfelves ;. try your hearts, and iear-ch into 
your former lives, how,, and after what manner you 
have fpent your time fiace you have been a child ; and 
to this end, I counfel you to make a catalogue of all 
your (ins you can peffibly call to mind : for which pur ? 
pole you muft take the ten commandments for your 
pattern. 
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ftflion of ihofe fins you hare thus found ou 
mult fpread them ail before the Lord, 4a d 
thena ail in particular, with alt circnmftances, 
time when, place where, and manner how fu< 
fuch things were committed. Now, many coi 
general, they are tinners, but few confef* the 
And if your (ins are fo innumerable, that you 
find out every particular, then confefs the refl 
ncral : an 4 there is no doubt, bat God will ta 
for a true and fincere conic (Tion, in that ther 
known fin that you would willingly hide rrorn 

3. Another ftep of true repentance is godly 

for thofe fins thus confeiTed : and it is a- godly 

that works repentance unto fa Nation, never t< 

.pented of. Now, for the obtaining of this go< 

row, you mud ufe thefe meats. 

1 . Lay to heart Jiow good and how m?r cifi 
hath been to you : how rmnf tokens of his la 
kindnefs he.ha'ti beftowed upon you, and yet 
you have, acquitted him. Serioufly confider ! 
ha:h delivered you from fuch and fuch enemies 
notwithftanding your many provocations, yet 1 
borne with you all this while; he hath patien 
you, and waits for your repentance, who rn 
jufiice have matched you away; w hi 1ft you w« 
ning, and fent you q-iick to everlaftinp; burnin 
(lill he fparet you ; yet he gives you every d, 
fupplics of his mercy : and, as before you we*e 1 
a catalogue of your (las, fo here make a catal 
Cod's mere es, tho/e feveral kinds of mercies, 
vours you have received from him, and then 
heart what a bate and anthackful wretch yr 
been, thus to provoke and grieve fo good and 1 
a God. Think thus with yourfelf ; * O that j 
be fuch a bafe vile wutch, f r to provoke an< 
fo long, a Father, tint has been lb good and \ 
umo nae!- 3o merciful a Saviour, that died foi 
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Such eonfidcralions, deeply laid to heart, vrlll prick 
your heart into godly fotrow for your fins', at l J eter f 
when he confide red how fie denied Ghrijt, went out and 
wept bitter ly % Matth. :• xv. 75. 

2. Keep in mind moft ot thofe (ins whereby you 
have moft difhonomed God, and grieved his Spirit : 
This a ifo wili be a means to work in you godly for- 
row. 

. 3. Ply the throne of grace, By earneft and confhnt 
prayer, that God may take away that tlony heart out 
of )cur flefh, and give you a heart of fhOi as he harh 
promifed, Ezek. ixxvi. 31S. But it may be, God will 
not feem to hear your prayers prefently ; if there fore 
you cannot find your heart to icier.t the flirt time, go 
aijd pray again and again, and give Cod no reft tili 
lie henr you ; and then for certain, one lime or other, 
Cod w : ll melt your hearts into godly furrow and re- 
nioife for your former fins; and then this excellent 
grace or repentance is begun and wrought in you. 

3. The nevxt thing that is to he done is this, beg 
heartily cf Cod for the pardon rfytur former firs, that 
tlc-x 7hay be cajf behind his back, that they may be wafjjea 
away in the Used of Chriji. 

And then, left/y, Make a firm. ftron|», and fettled 
rfffoluticn hei:ceiorih to lead a new lile : this mufl not 
be a weak, but it muft be a fettled, a deliberate refo- 
lution. Now, when a man ferictifiy confidera, that 
except he become a new creature, he c?rnot be fivrd, 
and r.e therefore takes up a Aroig and fixed relolutiou 
henceforth to IchjI a new life, th^ woik is more than 
hail done ; that a man is not far from the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Thns far the ?& of repentance: now I will give fome 
helps for the daily renewing"*)!' your repentance. 

1, Every morning, as foon as you rife, proftrat-e 
yourftlves before the throne of grace, and earneftly 
beg for God's afiifting grace, to keep you from falling 
into any kind of fin that day \ (oxiS\xx?>vKt3b\%w&- 



out the afliftance of God's fpecial grace. 

2. When we have thus done, then go aboi 
worki of your calling ; but fet a ftridt and com 
wa'ch over your heart, and all your fenfes. A 
often as the devil doth tempt you to any kind c 
cr doth offer you any batt, then immediately Ji 
your heart to God, by ejaculatory prayers, as I 
' Lord vanquifh Satan at this time, that he do not 
1 come me : Lord preferve me this once from faliii 
' to fin : Lord, have mercy on my foul, and ftre 
« en me a gal nil this temptation of the devil, thai 
' not overcome.' And if wicked men fhould a 
time fcek to draw you into fin, make a firm refol 
with ynurfelf never to content, and as much as pr 
you can keep yourfelf" framth- company of wicked 
This is the firft ftep in the way to heaven, repsntan 

The ftcoad is fait hi as flrit I directed you to r 
lo fecondly, believe the gofpeL 

Nowfaitl) is a faviog g-ac?, whereby we receif 
reft upon Chiift aJonc for frivation, a& he is free 
fercd unro us in the-gofpel. N"w, feeing a trui 
ing faith is not in our power, but it is ihe gift of 
* id God always beflows it ttpnn thofc that uf 
means which he hath prsfcribed in his word fn 
obtaining of it ; 1 dial! therefore give you fome < 
lions, what you (ball do to have this grace of 
wrought in yc»i. 

i . Be diligent in reading the fcriptures : 6rft 
rnnft every morning and evening read a chapi 
your Bible, or elfe fome part of a godly fermon ; 
when you read,you muft not run it ovcr.and then 
it : you had as good do nothing as to do fo ; but 
you read, you muft take fprcial heed what yo 
reading of. 

2 . Be fervent and diligent in hearing the word pr 
ed, • For faith cometh by bearing, and hearing b 
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« word erf God. Rom. x . 1 j. When you arc at church, 
you mttft hearken With all the attention you can: hear- 
ken earneftly, as if you were to die preiently, and ffo 
to judgment. And for your help herein, you mult 
mark what is the doctrine, what are the rcafons and 
ufes and how many they ace. 

3. Whilft you are bearing, fet a refoluiion to prac- 
tife what you hear ; and when you come home, call 
over the heads of the fermoo in your mind, and turn 
every ufe and direction, that has been delivered, into 
prayer ; pray for God's bleftlng on it, and make It 
matter of your meditation all the week; and then, laft- 
Jy* fet yourfeif to the practice of ic. 

4. Another means for the getting of a faving faith, 
is carneft prayer unto God for it, Matt. vii. *j, * Afk, 
' and you (hall have; feck, and you (hall find ; knock 
4 and it (hall be opened unto you.' But you will fay, 
4 It may be Gcd will not accept of my prayers : for 
* God heareth not finners, and the prayers of the wick- 
4 ed are an abomination unto him.' 1 anfwer, it is 
wilful darners that God will not hear; they that pray 
for mercy and other good things, and yet hate to be 
reformed ; the prayers of fuch, God will not regard ; 
but they that come to God in a returning way, with 
a full purpofe to leave their fia, and pray, and ear- 
neftly defire grace, efpecially this grace of faith, they 
ftiall certainly be accepted, and have their prayers 
granted. 

Now concerning the ad of faith, take but this di- 
rection : make a catalogue of all the promifes, as yoa 
did before of your fins, and God's mercies : and then 
heartily believe and allure yourfelves, that every one 
of thofe promifes belong to all thofe that perform the 
conditions of thofe promifes ; and if you perform the 
conditions, then thofe promifes belong to you. As for 
inftance, I will name this one particular promife, Matt. 
#xix. 29. ■ Eveiy one that hath forfaken houfes, or bre- 
4 thren, or filler, or father, or TOtttat ><rc w&r, « ^»&- 
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• dren, or lands for my name's fake, (hall rece 

' hundred fold, and (hall inherit eternal life. 

Which Cod of hit infinite mercy gr*nt unto t 
Amen. 

The End of the Sixth SERMON.' 
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John v. 28, 29. 

Stlarvef net at this, the hour h coming* luhereitt 1 
are in their grave/ Jhall bear bis voice 9 an 

firth ; they that have done good, unto the refur 
c f fife, and the/ that have done evil, unto u 

furretlion tf damnation. 

OUR blefled Saviour in thefe word3, lets fort 
^ ui, the (late and condition of all men at t 
; for as fin has brought d:ath into the 



r 
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smd nothing is more certain than death, To nothing i* 
niorc certain than that our bodies mud one day beraif* 
ed again from the dn ft of the earth; all other creatures, 
which move upon the earth, whenfoever they die, there 
it an end of them, they (hail never come in being more : 
but with man it it orh<rrwife ; God hath endowed man 
with an immortal lbul, that (hall never die ; a begin* 
nisg a man has, bnt he (ball never have an end ; when 
death comes, his foul (hail, for fome certain fpace or, 
time, be feparated from his body, laid a whiie to reft m 
the do ft of the earth ; * But it I a ft the trumpet will 

* /bund, and then ill that are in their graves (hail hear 

* bis voice and coaie forth ; they that h&ve done good, 

* unto the reftirrection of lii'r, and they that have done* 

* evii, unto the refurrcdtlon of damnation.' 

The doctrine which I ihsll raiiefrwm hence, is this : 
That all mankind, both good ao4*bad, (hall, at the 
(nund of the lad trumpet, be raifed again from tic 
du.'t cf the earth. 

Nsw my method (hill be this, 

i. To prove, that t here flwll be a refurrecllon, 

?. Of the pcrfons that ihiilbs railed; that is, Alt- 
that are in their graves, 

3. By what means the deid in ill be raifed, that is, 

* By thelofnd of the trumpet, they !hiU hear his voice 3 

* and fliatl come forth.' 

4, The different (late anJco vJ : tisn of all men £t the 
refurrtcllon : • They that hive done good, unij tftc. 
4 refurrcchon oflife, b:it thry thtc have done evil, to 
4 the refurreclioa of da mnarion.' 

c. And lafily, To convince us all by wiy of appli- 
cation, of the drawing on of th«s time, and ihcrerorc. 
that we matt aft marvel at it: » Marvel not at thi*, 

* f<r the hour is coming/ &c. 

1. To prove there (hail be a refurreclion, which r . 
fli-ill do ; rlrft, from the fcriptnrc, which is the true 
and infallible word of God : to inftance in fome lew 
plac*5, as, If*, xxvi. al:b, 1 Cor. sv, wbAtXY^^^* 
K 2 «*x\^ 

j 



ijod is true and faith'nl, and oar Lord Jefui C 
Lath faid in the gofpel, That earth and heaven JhaL 
away* be/art one j 'fit cr tittle cf his word Jhall fall t 
ground, Matt. v. And betides all this, thofe fcript 
prccaifcs, v?hich have been already fulfilled in al 
ages of the world, may affurc us of the accomplish 
of this one promifit. That our bodies (hall be rail 
f h* Jaft day from the duft of the earth. * And this 
Father's will,* faith tthnft, * that of all the Father 
? s ivea me, I (hall lofe nothing, but mould raife 
sgsin 2t the Uft day,' J jhn vi. 59. 

3. Tliat there fhatl be a re AirreAion of the h 
nay be proved, not only from the fcripture, but 
from nature itfelf: the refurrcclion is > proved 
rature, as we may fse in iTa. xxvi. 19. Thy dead 
fhall live, together with my dead body fb all they arj 
wit andfmg, ye that dwell in the duft, for thy di 
ci the dew cf herbs* and the earth fall caft out her t 
'Thy dew is as the dew cj lyerbs, intimates to us 
much, That as the herbs and plants fcem to be \ 
s«nd vither'd all the winter, yet in the fpring the 
vive, and come forth frefli and green ; and as it 
night, the fun is withdrawn, and the day feemf 1 
buried in the filent night, fj in the morning, thi 
iifeth as bright as ever, and enliveneth the world 
bir glorious teams : fo it is here, though the bodi 
— ° a ? d ft woaicn fter » for » time to be left, and t 

f duft a,ud corruption, yet in the glorious mor, 
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of* the refurre&ion, thty (hall be raifed to life, and re-~ 
▼ivc to an immortal date. 

4. That there fliall be a refurreAirn of the body, 
may be proved aifo by the rcfurrcclion of Jefus Chrift ; 
that as our Lord Jefus Chrift fufFered, died and was 
buried, that by his death he might redeem us from 
fin and hell, fo he arofe again, that by the virtue of 
his refurreftioo, he might redeem us again from death 
and the grave : the apoftle makes the rcfurreclion of' 
Chrift tlie foundation of our redemption, at you may 
fee, i Cor. xv. I2» A>io if Chrift be preaehed thai be 
arofe from the dead* how fay feme of you that theft is n* ' 
refurreftionof the dead? N j* there were fome that 
did qoi believe that there was aiij refurreclion of the 
dead, and this their incredulity and unbelief the apo- 
file cenfures, and proves that there (hall be a rcfur- 
reclion : and thatirom the deftrineof Chrift's rcfur- 
recl'on : intimating, that if Chrift be raifed from the 
dead, as he preached that he is rifen, then it needs 
muft follow, that there rouft be a refurreclion of all 
men from the grave. Now thefe people, that held 
Rrong the opinion, that there (hall be no lefurreelion 
of the dead; yet thcie fame men did preach that Chrift 
was raifed ; but the apoille tells them plainly, That if 
it be fo, that there is no refur reft ion of the dead, thjn 
Chrift is not rfen. And if Chrift be not rifen, he tellj 
them what a fad condition we are in: for all our preach* 
l,! g* P ra ) in &* an & aH lwc d° an( l foffer for Chrift ', is in 
vain; Ver 14. but '1 Ver. 20. the apoftle reconciles 
both arguments together; But now Chrift is rifer. 
frem the dead, end become the firfl Jru ts of them thai. 
Jlfpt : fr> that here the a pottle hiT-tret them, that Chi i ft 
is rifen from the dead, and -by tl.e virtue and power 
of his refurreftion, all manlrnd (h«il one day be raifed 
from the grave. And befidcs, we read in Matt. xvii. 
that at the refurreftion of Chrift, the graves opened, 
and many of the bodies of the faints which /left arofe out 
*f their graven which is an tarntft v& to% >2mx\>^ ^*- 
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men, tbf *;v, . •„. , . t fc .„ .Me*, a; ■ 
to the world 1 ! end, (hall be raifed- again at 
day 1 , 

5. That there (hall be a refurre&ion of th 
en article *f our faith : therefore we cannot 
refurrecVtoa, exoept we remove our belief, 
cur Chriftianity itfelf ; this was an article of 
files faith, 'A Its xxiv. 15. And have hope taw* 
which themjelvet a/lew, that there Jhall he a re j 
<*f the dead, hath of the jujl and+of the unjufi 

Bof it may be fome will obje& and fay, « 

* it be that all the dead can be raifed, for 1 

* drown'd in the fea, and their carcafes are 
c by fifties, and many men hare been burnt to 

* their afbes mingled among the duft of the e 

* fcattered up and down, no body knows wl 
To this I anfwer, that to man, indeed, tl 

poflible to be ; but if God be infiuite in hit wil 
power, at indeed he is, then he makes the d 
rery man, woman and child, and by hi* all 
vtdence knows, what du& belongs to fuch . 
body, wherever it is fcattered. 

Friends, here * ill be a declaration of infini 
For know this, he that by his power made ; 
rot of nothing, can as eafily, by the fame po 
cur bodies again out of fometh.iog, even oui 
own fubAance or mitter. 

Thus 1 have, fuffici-cotly. proved,, that thei 
a refurredion of the. dead. 

3. The fecund thing.to be confidered from 
id, the number of the dead which (hall be rai 
as, alh for fo (aitk our Lord anc Saviour he 
text : The hour is. coming* wherein all that ar 
graves jhall bear his vice, &c. All, that if, al 
and daughters of Adam, that have ever lived 
world began, and all that ever (hall live and 1 
wm ^ d '.feecttf ! aHawiUift and x&ake their ac 




h* future State *f Man. 
at tb* tad day. St John declares in his vifion, Rev. *x. 
i j . Ti&a / ha Jiiiv the. deaf, both gnat and fau/l, ft and 
before God. By fmall and great; we are hoc to under- 
stand the phrafe in refped of ftature,' as if foiue (ball 
appear grown men, and fome children ; we muft all 
appear then in the ftature and fnlnefs of Chrift, that 
is, of a middle ftature, or that ftature Adam was crea- 
ted in, which was of a middle ftature; the oldeft (hall 
appear no older, and the youngeft no younger ; but 
by fmall and great we are to underftand, 

F/r/?/Thofe that died of all ages, from the oldeft 
to the child that is fttllborn. 

Secondly, By fmall and great, we are to underftand, 
all ftates and degrees of men and women, both high 
and low, rich and poor, nableand ignoble : all forts* 
and ftates of men mirft then make their appearance, 
from the king on the throne, to the beggar on the 
dunghill ; and ver 1 3. St John did fee in his vifion, 
That the feagave ufther dead i and -death and bill, that 
is, the earth and the grave, caft up their dead, and all 
mere judged according to their works. A 11 the elements, 
at the call of Chrift muft' give up ^eir dead : all that 
thc v fire hath confuroed and burnt to allies, all that 
ever have been buried in the fca, and all that have 
been buried in the earth, as foon as the laft trumpet 
founds, they muft all come forth, non- ftuli be fo 
great as to efcape, and none (hall be fo fmall as to be 
forgotten. Oh ! what a great, what a vat affembly 
will there be, when all-the fons and daughters of Adam 
(kail meet together: To fee au army ot men together, 
we think it u a great fight. If all the men and women 
in Great Britain were to meet together, at one place, 
what a great, what an invincible great aflembly would 
there feem to be? But alas ! what is Great Britain to 
the wfcoie world, it is counted but a. garden -plat to o- 
iher nations. And what is the whole world now living, 
in refpeel of all ages that are pift and to come ! Ail 
the IfraoJitci of old, which, wtte cw»x«&-*ifc^to Wu^ 
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of the fea, they were I r d b:::-i*wiex»*,* 

fo many miliioa.of miliums tb%t have been (Lin in the 
wars, fo many thoufands that have been fwaliewed up 
in earthquakes, fomany thoufands of militant of mil- 
lions that have died by the pcftilence, and ail other 
mortal diftempers in all ages of the world, and all* 
that have died natnrallyin infancy, in youth, middle- 
age, and old age, and all that are cow living, and that 
fnall live to the world's end ; when ailthefe ft all meet . 
together at the general refurrecTon, O what a won- 
derful meeting will there be! IVe mwft all appear before 
the judgment feat tfCbrifl* foith the apoftll, 2 Cor. v> 
10. 

Friends, both yon that read this treatife, and I who 
write, we muft all make our appearance there : alt 
that are ia their graves mad hear his voice, and come ^ 
rbrth. 

Thirdly^ The third thing to be coafidered is this, by 
what mean* all the dead (hall be raited; that if, by 
the found of the lalt trumpet; for fo faith our Saviour 
in the text, All tkat are in their graves (ball bear bit 
voice and tome foril\; and what voice this is that the 
dead ihall hear, you may fee in. 1 *ior. xv. ca # that is 
the found of the laft trumpet ; 4 For the trumpet ftiiU 
' found, and rhe dead (hall be raifed ;' and who that is » . 
which fhil) found this trumpet, you may fee in 1 The IT. 
iv. 1 $, 16, ' For this we fay unto you by the word of 
4 the Lord, that we which are alive, fliall not prevent 
« them which are afleep, for the Lord himfelf lhall de- 

• lcend from heaven with afhont, with the voice of the 

• archangel, and with the trumpet of God.' 

So that you fee that this trumpet flnlLbe founded* 
by an archangel; So Matt. xxiv. 30, 3 1. • They (hall 

• fee the Sen of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
< with power and great glory, and he (hall fend bis an- 
' gels with a great found of a trumpet, and they (hall 
Leather together his elelt from the four winds, from 
Hpt end of heaven to the ©;ber, 

§ 
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Thus we fee by what means the dead (hall be railed; 
that is, by the voic* of the arch angel, by the found 
of the laft trumpet : which, voice (Halt be uttered more 
loud and fhrtll than thunder, uttering thele words 
jCrifeye dead, and com* to judgment. Now stfew ver- 
fes before the text, ver. 35. we have another voice that 
is founding in the ears : The hour is coming* *nd now 
if, that the dead Jhall hear the voice of the Son of God* 
and they that hear Jhall live. Now thefe two voices, 
rh*t of the text and ver. 2 $i tho* they feem to be alike 
in found, yet they differ much, and that b thefe two 
refpetfs: 

1. Firft in refpeclof time: that voice fpoken of in 
v. 55. is-mtered in the prefent tenfe, th*hour It coming* 
and nrwjs, .ftc. But.th*t voice fpoken of m the text is 
fpoken of altogether in the future tenie, the hour h 
coming, mark, there is no nrw it is, but it /'/ a time 
that U to come. 

z. There is a fjreat difference betwixt thefe two 
voices, and. that -in refpeel to the feafe and meaning of 
the words; for thofe of the firft voice are glorious and 
inviting words, which ^reinterpreted by divines after 
this manner: Arifs )e dead, and come to judgment % 
That is, thofe that are dead in their Gas, and rotting 
and (linking in the grave of their lufts ; Now thefe are 
under the call of the gofpel; and they that hearken ta 
1 his call, and-obey this voice, and fo come to Jefus 
Chrift, by a true and lively faith, and unfeignedre- 
pentance, they fhali by Chrift obtain everlafting life : 
But whither tliey will hear his voice, or whither the/ 
will ftop-iheir ears againft it ; yet let them know there 
is another voice which fhall be. uttered to the world, 
vhich is a voice of power ; and* that voice they muft 
hear, whether they will or no, drife, ye dead, Mid come 
to judgment 

Consider friends, though you now ftop your ears, 
and will not hear the found or the trumpet of the gef- 
pel ; ye: know this, there is aaotLw xwwojjtx^ Vw.*.^ 



The found of this laA trumpet (hill be fo loud,. 1 
it fhall be heard all otcr th; world; it (hall pierce c 
to the bottom ol the (ea, m\A to the bow?U ot the ea* 
do fooner is the trumpet founded, but the found F 
be obeyed ; «in fooner it tne voice uttered, Jrifi 
dead, and some /* judgment ,bm iaimedtaitly the gr; 
in all the church yards, and in til other pi 
throughout the whole world, fh*il be opened, 
the body of ti+ry man and wo.min fKali be frai 
out of hig own duff, and boas Lba.il be joined to be 
and every part and uiemher (hall be joined loiCs pis 
and order t and every foul ih*ll return to its own 
dy\ the fe4 {hill give tip its dead; and the fire, ; 
earth (hall give up their dead ; and then tmmedia 
they fh*il ail be gathered together, even to the va 
oi jebo/hafibat, to be prefentcd before the judgaii 
feat of Chriii: as you any ice Joel iii. 12 For Ct 
fays, 7 be hour ii cwsing % whir*, n all that Are in i 
graves Jhmll bear bis voice-, and cotj/e forth. 
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{lull be two refurrecYions; firft, of the faints, and then 
.of the wicked. Many there be which affirm, that there 
ihall be a thou fa nd years betwixt the refurre&ion of the 
' faints, and of the wicked ; that the faints (hall all rife 
at the coming of Chrift in the cloudi, with all his glo- 
rious train of heavenly hoftn, and (hall reign with him 
a thoufand years upon the earth ; and that the reft 
of the dead arife not until that thou find years are ac- 
complifhed, Rev. xx. 4, 5. Some fay, this means the 
compleat number of a thoufand years : And fome fay 
the meaning of the Spirit of Cod here, is not the num - 
ber of a thoufand years, but only a con fide rablc fpice 
of time •> but I will not affirm any thing of that. This 
.we are certain of, thtt there (hall be a difference be- 
tween the refurrecYton of the good, and of the bad, in 
refpect of time : For St Paul in this cafe, as we miy 
fee, l Theff. iv. 16. faith, that the dead in Chrift fo a U 
rife firft : And if the dead in Chrift rife firft, the refur- 
rcdion of the wicked mo ft needs follow after : And 
A els xvi. 1 $ . There flyall be a refur reft ion h$th ofthejuft 
end of the unj uft , Firft, ofthejuft, and then of the 
unjuft ; but how long a ti«ie there (hall be between, 1 
will not pcfitively affirm. 

2. There (hall be a difference between the refurrcc- 
tion of the good, and of the bad ; and that in refpeft 
of their image and ihape : * The bodies of the faints 
ihall be raifed in glory, like unto Chrift's glorious bo- 
dy :' Phil, hi. 21. faith the apoftle, ' who thai! changs 
our vile bodies, and fafhion them like unto the glorious 
body of Chrift.' Thus Chrift himfelf gave us a defcrip- 
tion of the bright nefs of the faints bodies at the re fur- 
recTion, Matt. viii. oj. 4 Then (hall the righteous (hine 
as the fun in the kingdom of their Father.' 

The bodies of our firft parents, in their ftate of in- 
nocency, were adorned with a glorious beauty and 
comeKnsfs. Now this fkould have been the ftate and 
.condition of the bodies of all their pofterity* ii th*^ 
had not finned \ t ut fia lmh fa\$$t& *\ <A ^*v£^v 
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©us beauty and ornament,* nd without artfficiaftiloatli* 
ing our bodies are very loarbfome and vile: the feodiet 
of the fainti (hall be • changed and famfoned like timd 
the glorious body of Chrift.' * 

Bat, on the other fide, the bodies of tbewickedihaH, 
at the refarre&ion, appear more monftrous; vile, and 
deformed, than they were before in their (late of na- 
ture : and befides, the bodies of the faints (hall be de- 
livered from the lumpidinefs and heavtnefs that they 
are now clogged with f and inftead of natural bodies, 
they (hall be made fpiritual bedies, x Cor. xv. 44. and 
(hall fly to and fro as fwift as fpirits ; but as for the 
wicked, they (hall be • bound hand a«d foot, aa^rcaft 
into utter darknefs ; there (hall be weeping anH-gnalh- 
mg of teeth,' Math. xxii. 13. 

Fifthly and lajily* There fhall alfo be a vats differ. 
ence between the refurre&ion of the good and of >tAt 
bad, in refped of their final ftate and condition, that 
they (hail be raifed unto ; ' They that have done gooff 
unto the rcfurrc&ion of life, and they that have done 
evil unto the refurre&ion of damnation.' The good 
being firft raifed, and then immediately after* the re- 
furred ion both of the juft and theunjuft : Than they 
fhall be divided one from another/' As a fhephcrd dl- 
videth his fheep from the goats, Matth, xxv. And he 
(hall fet the fhtep on his right hand, but the goats oa 
the left.' At (ir ft (hall be pronounced the joy fulfentence 
upon the righteous, 'Come ye blefledof my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom ;' But the wicked (hall be fent away 
with that doleful fentence, 'Depart from me, ye cuffed 
intoeverlaftiogfire prepared for the devil and bis an gels J 

Sixthly and iaflfy, The laft thing confiderabie in 
the text, and that which I intend (hall be the ap- 
plication of the whole, is the drawing near of the 
t'me when the refurreclion (hall be ; therefore our Sa- 
viour bids us not marvel at it: There were fottfe in out 
fiour's time, and feme there are in our days, thai 
vchvben they hear of the ttfcut&icn of the body, 
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:■;■ of a general judgment; they will not believe it ; 

Oh, how rtrange foever they make of it, cur 

'mJ Saviour aflarei xhern of it, and tehs them that 

'■ '.11 certainly be : therefore this doclrine may ferve 

■ evince us : 

'rfi 9 Of the general rcfurreftion, and day of judg- 
:. :: for I have in this difcnnrfs proved, by fcv:ra! 
meats, that there (hall be a refurreclion both of 
nft and of the unjuft; and as there is nothing more 
i\n than death, io there is nothing more certain 
shsn a general refurrccl on afttr death. 

Secondly, This may conv-nce us, that as there fhal! 
Le a refurreclion,.- fo the time when the refurreitiop.. 
fhall be, is drawing near; fo faith our Lord Chrift 
here himfelf in the text, Marvel not at this, the hour is 
coining , wherein all that arc in their graves Jhall hear 
his vrice, and come forth ; and though oar bleflkd Sa- 
viour tells us, Matth. xxiv. That neither men nor angels 
know when the tmefnMl be, yet he afTuresus, That thj 
t ; me is coming, Acli xvli. 31. we fee there that Gol 
Jiath appointed a day wherein he wilJ jud^c the world: 
.And this appointed time is drawing nearer. Do \vi 
not fee the days ard n'ghts wheel about apace I Yc, 
f:) fa ft is the tic^e cf the general refurreclion coming 
on : fo many- rimes is the fun has wheel'tl round the 
vorld iy.ee the crenion, fo many rounds is thi th-e-ui 
vnund eff, and^ceps ftill winding off. It isnov/ ahnit 
1 700 >cars fmce our Lord Jefus Chrift afcended i?.t > 
iieaten ; when the ansrcls f id unto the men of N .7 1- 
I eib, That this fan:* Jefus foall ft cs:::e again, a: yet 
have fen h tn go irAo heaven, dels i. And ihe time cv.r 
ilnce his been drawing nearer and nearer ; and ths 
time eo'v certainly cir.rot be long, but that our Lord 
J:fus Chrift will come in the clouds; and then the 
t. limpet will fopfid, and the dead fhall be raifed, and 
br.tli cpirk *nd d.?ad (hall mike a general appearance. 
1 . ficre :s a ufe if reproof to fuch as take liberty to 
run en in fi«, putting far ftaa \\v«& vta, tsft> to" * 
L 



Ana Decauie tne L.ora lee^etn to delay fiis con 
therefore their hearts arc iet in them to do evil. 1 
were fome in the apoftles cays, and I fear ther 
many fach in thefe oar days, that walk after their 
luft, faying, * Where is the promife of his coc 
4 For fince the fathers fell sfleep, all things con 
« as they were from the beginning of the creatic 
Pet. iii. 4. But the apoftlc telii them.ver. 9, 19. « 

* the Lord is not flack concerning his promife (as 

* men count fUcknefs) but is long-fufFering towar< 

* not willing that any fnould perifh. Bat the ds 
« the Lord/ whenever it comes, • will come as a 

* in the night/ ver. 10% And * when men (haUfk^j 

* and fafety, then foddenly cometh deftru&ion 

* them, as travail upon a woman with child, and 
' {hall not efcape.' M7 friends, pray have a care 
though yon think the L#rd delay eth his coming, 
thereupon your take liberty to yourfelves to fail 
defires of the fleQi, yet take heed left the Lord * 
c in a day when you look not for him, and in ad 
' you are not aware of and cut you afunder, an 

* point your portion among the hypocrites, when 
t be weeping andgnafhing or teeth,' Mat. xxiv. 5 

2. A u e of exhortation : If it be fo, that the 
T:fus Carift will certainly come, and fhortly com* 
we mud all be prefented before him, then how i 
we live here with all care and circumfpecVion, th 
may be found of him in peace : blamelefs, and wi 
fpot : * How fhould we labour to be holy in all sxv 

* of converfation unto the coming of the day of ( 
1 Pet. iii. 11. Let this be a ftrong motive to m 
Chriflian to the du*y of obedience, and perfeve 
therein. Let the word of St Jimes be a fpur to 
you up to be fiedfafi, and to hold out in the w 
the Lord t Jam. v. 8. ' Be pati :nt, therefore, b e: 

* tftablifli your hearts, lor the coming of the 

* draweth nigh ' And let me exhort you all i 
words oi our Saviour, Ma r k r.vu \% y * Watch 
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t '■ f-re, for yt know not when the tune is ; and what I 
« lay unto you, 1 faf unto all, watch.' And in the 
f -words of the apo(Ue : Web xx. 2 5. * Eihorting one ano- 

* J therforouch:h* more. asyoufee the day approaching;' 

A. id i.vlher, lo enco:ira^e hi in well doing, and to 
be 'v-ore diligent, to rebuke, to exhort, to perfuade, 
and encourage one another in well doing, let us con- 
fiiff, that we snuit ail one day meet together, to be 
the ccquitters, or elfe the contemners ot one another : 
: tho" death comes end takes away a wife from a hi. (band, 

* and a hufband from a wife ; tho 1 it takes away parents 
•'' from their children, and children from their parents ; 

tho' death comes and makes a breach among relations, 

neighbours, and families, yet lee us confider, that the 

day of the refurredYton will come, and then we fhall 

I not only fee and know one another; but we fhall be a* 

f -ble alfo to converfe with one another; but Oh! what 

* a dreadful meeting we ftull then have, if we fhouid be 
forced to be the condemnersof one another at that day: 
the apoltle tells us that the faints (hall judge the world 
at the Iai) day: Oh! how dreadful will this be, when 
godly parents (hall be condemnersof their ownchi'drcn, 
the fruit of their own bowels, thofe whom they once 
delighted in, and lovtri m^ft dearly, now to pronounce • 
Ghrtfi's fentence again ft them, becaufe they were ftub- 
born, wilful, and would cot hearken to their god'y 

• councils and admonitions ; I fay, for godiy p unti to 
exalt and applaud ChrilVs fentence againft them, when 
they are condemn'd to cverlafting fire; Oh/ how dread- 
ful will this be! and thus for children to condemn their 
own parents, becaufe they let them alone in their evil 
courfcs,and would not correct them nor reprove the n ; 
and for hufoands and wives to be the condemnation cf 
one another: Oh! how fad wil) this be ! N*y, cenf:- 
der farther, that relations, families, neighbours, ac- 
v qoaintacces who fpend their precious time together in 
. leafting, drinking, gaming, and other kiud^U^t.^- 
fog, muA meet together au& V>t vYv* ww&*«ck*^^ ^ 



iuc awutiici ai wis iau u*y; v/ i: wnai* uiwd.uui i 
ing will this be? Bat on the o'her hand, confider 
thofe paren's and children, huibands and wives, 
lies and/tlauoni, which would not join with the 
ed, hot fpent their time in praying together, a: 
one another, in exhorting, inftrucYmg, reproving 
encouraging one another: Oh! what a joyful me 
will thefe have at the refurrtction ! Now death 
times makes a breach among families and relatio 
wife laments for the Iofs of her hufoand ; he Ui 
for the lofs of his wife: the children fometime £ 
becaule they have loft a loving father, or a deai 
ther ; and the parents grieve and are caft down 
caufe they have loft a precious child, But, fri 
weep not for your relations as without hope, for 
are not loft, and the morning of th*e refurre^ioi 
come, the trumpet will found, and the dead thai 
»nd then you thall meet co exprefs the joy you 
have with one another to a!l eternity, if you 1 
your time together in thit world in the works of 
and obedience. And now, to conclude, let us ill t 
nre fo live, and fo fpend our ftnrt time here on e 
that in th* glorious morning of the refur reckon, 
the laft trumpet flnil inund, we may rife to the ! 
reclion rf !'.fe, and triumph an<l rej >ice among! 
rious angels to all eternity : whicn the Lord < 
inercy grant, Atuen^ 

The End of the W«/£ SERMON, 
F I N 1 .Si- 



HE NfiW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
REFBRENGB DEPARTMENT 



book is under no circumstances to b< 
taken from the Building 



1 .lt» 




























































































&A^^}y*:A>--^..:A 



